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deavor to prepare such an amendment as would 
meet the objects which he had in view. 

Mr. TAPPAN hoped that the bill would be post- 
poned so as to enable the Senator from Alabama to 
prepare his amendment; and, with that view, he 
would move that the bill be laid upon the table. 

The question was then taken, but the motion was 
disagreed to; and the bill was then read the third 
ime, and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. laid before the Se- 
naie a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, showing the amount of the public lands sur- 
veyed and prepared for mar et in the State of Lou- 
siana, and alsc what amount of lands in said State 
have been advertised for sale by proclamation and 
the sale afterwards postponed, and the reasons of 
such suspension: referred to the Committeee on 
Printing, to be printed. 

Also, laid before the Senate the annval report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, on the state of the 
finances, which was reterred to the Committee on 
Finances, and to the Committee on Printing, to be 
printed. , 

Engrossed bill for the relief of James Smith of 
Arkansas, was read the third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, 

The Senate went into an Executive session, and, 
after some time spent therein, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 20, 1841. 

Mr. SNYDER submitted the following, which 
he wished to be passed in the form of a joint re- 
solution, so as to make the practice of the House 
contorm to that of the Sepate on the subject of 
printing. The resclution, Mr. S. observed, was 
the same as that passed by the Senatea few days 
ago: 

Resolved, That a joint committee on the part of 
the House be appointed, to whom shall be referred 
every question on the printing of documents, re- 
ports, or other matter, transmitted by either of the 
Executive Depariments, and all memoria!s and 
petititions accompanying documents, together with 
all other matter, the printing of which shall be 
moved, excepting bills originating in Congress, re- 
solutions offered by any Senaior, and motions to 
print, by order of the standing committees of the 
Senate, of reports, documents, or other matter per- 
taining to the subjects referred to such committees 
by the Senate, and communications frem the re- 
spective States; and it shall be the duty of such 
commiltee on printing to report in every case, in 
one day, or sooner, if practicable. 

The SPEAKER having decided the resolution 
to be out of order— 

Mr. S. moved a suspensien of the rules to ena- 
ble him to get itin; but themotion was decided in 
the negative without a count. 

Mr. EVERETFT wished to make a suggestion 
for the consideration of the House, which, he 
thought, might lead to a better arrangement of the 
location uf the Reporters. Wetind, said he, great 
difficulties exist in accurately reporting the debates 
and proceedings of the House, in consequence of 
the inconvenient location of the Reporters. Now, 
as there were but two papers nd intel- 
ligencer) that at alla d to give full reports, 
he suggesied whether it wou'd not be he:ter to lo- 
cate their Reporters in on the sides, of 
the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. WELLER hoped that would not be dene. 
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He wished ali the Reporters to be placed on the 
same footing, and did not think it riehi to select 


the Reporters of two papers, an! giv 
best Seais. 

The SPEAKER observed that the present ar- 
rangement with regard to the lceation of the Re- 
porters, was the best thatcould be made under the 
curcumstances. The plan suggested by the gentlc- 
man from Vermont had already been taken under 
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his consideration, but several gentlemen having 
expressed so decided an opposition to it, ithad been 
rejected. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the following branch of the resolution 
heretofore offered by Mr. FitLMorge, in the words 
following: 

Resolved, That so much thereof, [i. e. of the Pre- 
sident’s message] us relates to the tariff be referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Which resolution Mr. Atherton had heretofore 
moved to amend by striking out the words ‘*Com- 
mittee on Manufactures,” and inserting the words 
“Committee of Ways and Means.” 

A conversation took place between Mr. ADAMS 
and the SPEAKER in relation to the order of 
business. 

Mr. WELLER suggested to the House that a 
vote should be taken on those resolutions (relating 
to the reference of the President’s message) which 
followed the resolution now under consideration, 
and on which no debate would take place. The 
reference of the subject of the apportionment of 
Representatives would give rise to no controversy. 
He was desirous that this subject should be acted 
on, in order to give to the State Legislatures an op- 
portunity to take it up at their present sessions, 
He hoped, thereiore, that the K1ouse would consent 
to take up the other branches of the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitt- 
MORE. 

The SPEAKER said it could be done by genera! 
consent. 

Mr. SOLLERS objected. 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the rule; 
and, on the suggestion of Mr. CaLnoun, modified 
his motion so as to confine it to that portion of the 
message which related to the census and appor- 
tionment. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted to the Speaker that th 
very business on which the House was now en- 
gaged (ihe unfinished business, to wit) was itself 
being proceeded in under a suspension of the rule ; 
and that he apprehended another motion to suspend 
was not in order. 

The SPEAKER expressed a contrary opinion. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, SOLLERS, WELLER, 
and ADAMS. 

When the Clerk announced that the branch of 
the resolution relating to the census and apportion- 
ment had already been referred. 

So the conversation dropped. 

And the House proceeded with the unfinished 
business, thé question being on the amendment of 
Mr. ATHERTON to the resolution of Mr. Fittmore, 
as stated above. 

Mr. SLADE was entitled to the flocr, and ad- 
dressed the House at great length in favor of the 
reference to the Commiitee on Manufactures. 

Mr. S. said that he would not have said a word 
on this subject, if the Speaker had not placed him 
on the Committee on Manufactures, and were irc 
not more especially for the fact that he (Mr. 8.) 
represented a constituency deeply interested in this 
question, an! who, of course, looked to him to ¢e 
tend their interests whenever it was brought 
consideration. He felt also compelled to say some- 
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under 


thine. trom the facet that the Legislature cf ihe 
State which he in part represented had passed re- 
solutions on this subject, which furnished an ex- 


cellent summary of the arguments 
be urged in javor of the protective system; and, as 
he desired to make these resclations a part of his 
speech, as well as the reasons which he wished to 
address to the House, he would ask that they migh 
be read. 


wheh should 


t resolutions were here read by 
and Mr. S. proceeded: 

It would seem that hie wv ihus requested, by an 
autherity he was bonnd to respect, to use his best 
enceavars to obtain the passage of Jaws for the 
purpose of protecting domestic manufactures. 
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This he should endeavor to do, not only by voting, 
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VoLumE 11-++--No. 3. 
but, on all proper occasions, so far as he was able, 
by giving the reasons which influenced his votes. 

Under ordinary circums ances, a mere question 
of reference would not naturally and properly in- 
volve the whole merits of the question. But the 
question of reference was so presented now, as 
very properly, from the nature of the case, to in- 
volve the consideration of its merits. He was not 
surprised, therefore, at the range which the debate 
had talwen. If the question arose now, for the 
first time, what direction should be given to the 
subject of manutfactures—wheiher the House 
should raise a Committee on Manufactures or 
raise a Committee of Ways and Means, to con- 
sider the subject, that would be another thing; but 
they were not in that position. They had a Com- 
maiee on Manufactures, and they had a Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, not only established by 
the rules of the present session, but which had 
iheir foundation in the long-settled policy of the 
couatry. And yet an attempt was now made to 
divert this subject from its long-accustomed, na- 
‘ural, and appropriate channel, and to give it a 
new one. This could not be done under existing 
circumstances, without sending abroad an impres- 
sion over the country tbat the protective policy 
was, in point of fact, altogether abandoned. It 
would in fact amount to the abolition, if he might 
so speak, of the Committee on Manufactures. 
There was, therefore, a peculiar reason why the 
friends of the protective system should take their 
stand upon this question of reference. 

This consideration was strengihened by a refe- 
rence to the appropriaie duties of the two commit- 
tees. The House had a Committee of Ways and 
Means, and it had a Committee on Manufactures. 
This resolution proposed to refer the message of 
the President, so far as it related to manufactures, 
to the Committee on Manufactures. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
ATHERTON] proposed to take it away from the 
Committee on Manufactures, and give it to the 
Committee ef Ways and Means. The gentleman 
had not told the House why he would thus change 
ihe ordinary and established direction—why he 
would take the subject away from the obviously 
appropriate committee, and give it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. The gentleman had not, 
nor had any other member, taken up the rule esta 
blishing the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
shown that that would be the proper commitiee of 
reference. No one had attempted, and no one 
would attempt fora moment to doso. They found, 
from the very face of the rule, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had necessarily and properly 
nothing to do with the subject of manufaciures— 
that the range of their inquiries did not necessarily 
touch this subject. Mr. S. here read and com- 
mented iully upon the 78th rule, witha view to 
show that upon no proper construction of it could 
ihe range of inquiry claimed for that committee on 
matters involving the protective system, belong to 
it. Ifthe House had so intended, it would have 
expressed that intention; and the neglect to do this 
was sofficient evidence that the House did not in- 
iend to doit. And yet gentlemen desired to foist 

ittee of Ways and Meaes a set of 
uties never contemplated by the House. 

But ihere w?s another sironger 
stance in favor of this view. “There was another 
rule of the House which provided for a Commitice 
on Manufaciures; so that we had not only the ne- 
gative testimony arising from no such specifica- 
ucnsof daty in the rule estabiishing the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means, but we had positive tesii- 
meny in the establishment of the Committee on 
Mauufaciures, the very name cf which sufficiently 
indicated the range of 

Mr. S. enlarged on this’ view of the case, con- 
tending that under therule, or under the view of 
the subject given in the mes+2ge of tlie Picsicent, 
(from which he quoted,) the Committee of Ways 
and Means could not take into consi‘icration the 
subject of manufactures, unless specially instrucied 
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sotodo. Where were these speciai instruciions? 
Let the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
ATHERTON,] if he were disposed to abolish the 
Committee on Manufactures, (and it amounted 
to that,) bring forward a resolution instruct- 
ing the Committee of Ways and Means 
to consider not only what he (Mr. S.) 
had read from the President’s message, but 
also the subjeet of discrimination not only for the 
purpose of merercvenus, but for the purpose of 
protection. Would the gentleman do that? or did 
he suppore that the Committee of Ways and 
Means would consider the subject for a moment, 
if that was done? Mr. S. cons:dered the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, if it should prevail, as tantamount to a de- 
claration on the part of this House that it would 
have no examination at all int» this question. He 
appealed to gentlemen on all sides, from the East 
and the West, the North and the South, of all 
parties, to say whether the House was prepared to 
come toa volte which shou'd speak such a lan- 
guageasthat. He did noi know but what gentle- 
men from New Hampshire might be prepared eren 
for that. They had been a long time in a wrong 
schoo!; they might have Lecome perverted, or in- 
clined to abandon the true interests of the State, 
(and those true interests were the same as those of 
the State of Vermont) He supposed that they 
were ready to abolish the Committee on Manufac- 
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tures, and to come here and shut the door 
against ail examination into these great and 
important interests. If the gentleman meant 


that, Mr. S. wished he would come his peint 
at once, directly and not‘inzirecily. Mr. S. wished 
that the gentleman would come out boldly, as the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smita] had done, 
and move to lay the reso!uuion the table, with a 
view of abolishing the Committee on Manvfac- 
tures. Why had not the gentleman from New 
Hampshire dene so? If he (Mr. S.) recollected 
right, that gentieman had once declared that that 
could not be done indirectly which Congress had 
the power to do directly. Here was thegentleman 
violating his own rule, and seeking to do indirect- 
ly that which the gentleman from Virginia was 
willing to openly, direcily, and above 
board. To refer the subject to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would be in effect to 
say that there should be no examinaticn into it; 
and what then was to become of all the petiiions 
which had been sent there in relation to it? Did 
gentieman suppose that in the present state of ihe 
question of tariff and protection the petitioners 
were going to remain silent? It could not be. 

But it was in the highest degree unparliamen- 
tary to refer this subject to the Committee of Wavs 
and Means. ‘The parliameatary rule—that was 
to-day, the snirit of the patilamentary rule—was 


that a subject 


do 


j ould be referred to such ac mmit- 
tee as would be favorable to the object prayed for; 
because, if this was the child (to use the 
language of parliamentary commentators) was put 
the hands of a nurse that would sirang!e it. 
The object was, that the case should be exhibited 
by the committee in such a way as to presenito 
the legislative body a fair view of the desires of the 

And if it had been understood, at the 
nent of the session, that ithe Committee 
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of Ways and Means were to take cognizance of 
tris subject, it would have been differently eonsti- 
ved—and he would n say that if the Commit- 

tee on Manulactures was (in effect) to be abolish- 
the Committee of Ways and Means ought to 
re-orgzanized The Committee on Manufac- 
tures had been organized with a view to this paris 
eniar It was composed of six members 
avor (Mr. S. was undersived to say) of the 
protective system, and three opposed toit. This 


was as it should be, 

Atter dwelling on the position that the reference 
to the Commitiee of Ways and Means would 
amount, in effect, to an abolition of the Committee 
on Manutaciures, Mr. S. went into an elaborate 
hist view of the origin of the protective sys- 
1em—tracivg its subsequent progress from the ori- 
ein of the Government, as sanctioned by the re- 
covasiendations of every successive President, from 
Washington to Jackson. For this purpose, and in 
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illustration of his views, andto show that the pro- 
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lective system had been recommended and follow- 
ed up as the permanent and enduring policy of 
the country, he quoted largely from Executive 
communications, laying especial stress on those 
proceeding from Jefferson and Madison. 

Mr. 8. concivded by an urgent appeal to the 
Hous* to send to the appropriate Committee on 
Manufactures this great subject ef protection to 
American Manufactures—a subject which, he said, 
had now arrived at a most critical and eventful 
period in its history. If ever there was atime 
when it needed examination and investiga ion, that 
time was the present. 

Mr. SOLLERS of Maryland obtained the floor; 
but (it being now fifteen minutes to three o’clock) 
gave way toa motion to adjourn; which was sus- 
pended for a moment, and 

Mr. STANLY moved that his colleague, Mr. 
Suerperp of North Carolina, be excused trom tur- 
ther service as a member of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, on account of iil health; 
which mo:ion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid tefore the House the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
which, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the usual number and ten thousand extra copies 
thereof were ordered to be printed. 

[A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, esq. Secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a bill of this House, entitied, “A 
vill making appropriations in part for the Civil De- 
partment for the year 1842.” 

Also, an act fur the relief of James Smith, of 
Arkansas, and asking the assent of the House 
thereto. | 

Tne moticn to adjourn was then put and agreed 
to—- 

And the House adjourned. 

Mr. Arrinaton of North Carolina yesterday ap- 
peared in his seat in the House of Representatives, 
from which we learn he has been detained till this 
time by severe indisposition. 

Mr. Brockway also resumed his seat in the 
House yesterday, which indisposition prevented 
im from occupying during the last week. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, Dec. 21, 1841. 

Mr. MOREHEAD of Kentucky appeared in 
his seat. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate presented a 
a petition from sundry citizens of New York in re- 
lation to slavery; the motion to receive which 
was, on motionof Mr. Movron, ordered to lie on 
ihe table. 

Also, from other citizens, asking such a change 
Constitution as would secure the election of 
President and Vice President by a direct vote of 
of the people. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition from cer- 
tain citizens of Vermont for the abolishment 
of slavery. Motion to receive ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two petitions from 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, for the abojition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and one for the 
abolition of the slave trade; the motion to receive 
which was, on motion of Mr. Linn, ordered to he 
on the table. 

Oa motion of Mr. BENTON, the papers of 
Gen. Ciinch were taken from the files of the Se- 
nate, and referred to the Committee on Claims 

Mr. McROBERTS presented petitions from a 
great number of the citizens of Illinois, lowa, and 
Indiana, torthe establishment of 2 tri-weekly mail 
from Indianapolis to lowa City, by Peoria, in the 
State of Illinois, to said City of Lowa, ia the Terri- 
tory of iowa. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the counties of 
Lasalle, Livingston, and Iroquois, in the State of 
lilinoi:, for the establishment of a mail route from 
Peru, in Lasalle county, by Pontiac, in Illinois, to 
Lafayette, Indiana; which were, on his motion, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Heze- 
kiah L. Thidle, late a captain of volunteers in the 
service of the United States, praying compensa- 
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tion for a horse shot by order of his commanding 
officer : referred to the Commitiee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted documents in relation 
to the claim ‘of the heirs of Daniel Pettibone: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petinon of Dan- 
ean L Clark, praying indemnification for losses 
sustained by the destruction of his property in con- 
sequence of its occupancy by the United States 
troops as a military post: referredto the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Ordered, That the petition of Daniel Kliss be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Commitiee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Ordered, That the communication from the Go- 
vernor of Maryland, transmitting an act passed by 
the Legislature of that State in relation to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Ordeved, That the petition of John H. Hall be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, it was 

Ordered, That tae petition of Charles Breenan 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 

Ordered, That the documents relating to the 
claims of the heirs of General Thomas Nelson be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Commitiee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John H. McIntosh 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Vaiierian Allan; which, after having 
received the first, and by special order, a second 
reading, was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of George D. Passau of 
Louisiana; which passed through its second read- 
ing in the same manner, and was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN introduced, on leave, a bill for the 
relief of certain Missouri volunteers, commanded 
by Captains Stephenson, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, 
and Crawford; read the second time by special 
order, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the widow of Jo- 
seph Ganett. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reporied adversely on the petition of 
Nathaniel Gunnison. 

Also, reported trom the same committee, with- 
out amendment, the bill increasing the pay of cere 
tain officers of revenue entters, while serving in 
the navy of the United States. 

Also, reported from the same committee, a bill 
for the reliet of the legai representatives of Aaron 
Vail, Ceceased, Jate Consul at L’Orient; which was 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Cemmittee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill for 
creatine a new land district in the State of Mis- 
souri, and forehanging the boundarics of the south- 
western and western land districis in said State. 

Phe following biils were intreduced on leave, 
egreeably to notice heretofore given, read the first 
and a second time by special order, and appro. 
driately referred. 

By Mr. BATES: a bill for the relief of the Steam- 
boat Company of Nantuckei: reterred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads- 

By Mr. SEVIER: a bill for the relief of sundry 
citizensof Arkansas, who lost their improvements 
in consequence of a treaty between the United 
Siates and the Choctaw Indians. 

REPORT UPON THE FISCAL AGENT. 

The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Se- 
nate the following repoit from the Secretary of the 
Treasury; which was ordered to be printed: 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of Representatives 
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of the 15th instant, has the honor of submitting the 
draught of a bill for the establishment of a Board 
of Exchequer at the seat of Government, with 
agencies in the several States and Territorizs. 

In preparing this bill, it has been bis intention to 
keep within, and to fill up, the gene:ai outline of 
the measure, as proposed in the message of the 
President at the opening: of the session; but he 
does not flatter himself that it wil! be found so per- 
fect in its details as not to require modifications 
and careful revision by the two Houses of the 
Legislature. 

As this measure has, necessarily, been for some 
tume under the consideration ot the President and 


his constitutional advisers, the undersigned is di-* 


rected by him to accompany the bill with a gene- 
ral exposition of the views entertained by hi m, and 
concurred in by them, respecting it. 
In what manner and under what securities the 
public money shall be kepi; in what manner, or 
whether in any manner, this Government shall at- 
tempt {o supply a sound paper medium for pay- 
ments to the Treasury, and for the general uses 
of the people; in what manner, or whether io 
any manner, it shail attempt! to benefit the gencral 
business of the country, by furnishing facilities of 
exchange, are questions which have not ceased to 
agitate the community for eight years. Upon 
these questions much opposition of opinion has 
prevailed, and ardent and intense political centro. 
versies and Struggles have been founded. It is 
tine that this state of things were brought to an 
ead. Itis time that such provisions were made 
for the custody of the revenue as that the people 
may feel that the public treasures are It is 
time, too, that In relation to currency and ex- 
change, individuals may know what they have to 
expect, Or whether they may expect any thing 
— the measures of Government. Doubt and 
ncertainty in this respect constitute the worst of 
al conditions. They affect every man’s means of 
living, and, instead of giving encouragement, and 
applying a stimulus to individual exertion and 
effort, check the hand of industry, suppress the 
spirit of enterprise, and bring stagnation and pa- 
ralysis upon the productive powers of the coun- 
try. On subjects so vitally connected with man’s 
personal and domestic wellare, the people have a 
right to require that what is to be done should be 
done without further delay, in order that they may 
accommodaie them:elves to the policy of the Go- 
vernment, whatever that policy may be, and be 
prepared to give a corresponding direction to their 
own industry and busine:s. The great want of the 
country is ihe want cf confidence: confidence in 
the steadiness and stability of the policy of the Go- 
vernmea'; confidence in that which regulates the 
value of property and the wages of labor; and 
confidence in the establishment and preservation of 
the necessary and ordinary means of exchanging 
production against production, and of buying and 
selling with security, so that the intercourse be- 
tween different parts of the country may be carried 
on with its former activity and usefulness. The 
object of the plan suggested to Congress in the Pre- 
sidenv’s message, and now presented for its conside- 
ration in the torm of a bill, is to establish this con- 
fidence, and to give the country tranquillity. Itis 
designed to terminate contentions of !ong s'anding, 
and to restore that peace, quiet, and satisfaction 
with the state of public affairs, without which men 
cannot pursue their vocaiions e: uber with cheerful- 
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ness of with succers, Amidst the conflict of wide- 
ly differing opinions, a meacure is recoramended 
Whica Avoids extrem oo ns . It srorose 
} IS, id “7h i . 4 
oe nt should do, or atiemy do,and at 
>same time iar more than others are ready to 
recommen {i aims etal t med n,a common 
ground, on which those may consistently stop who 





night yet wish to go fu the r, and to whic they 
may advance without se 1, who would 
nevertheless have desired ‘0 fail ke rof it. kk 
does not attemp! to collect a capi - by private 
sub-erio'ion, leans and 
discouats, and iherefure does mot prope Se to \per- 
form the rdimnary functions of a bank. On the 
other hand, itdves not propose to lock up the pub- 
lic moneys from the time of collection to the time 
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for every debt dve to the Government; 
ng no aitempt, at the same time, to furnish 
the country with either currency or exchange, and 
entirely contenting iis wiih securing specie pay- 
n.ents into the Treasury. in respects it dif- 
fers from the system established by the law, now 
repealed, generaily called the Sub-Treasury act. 

{t is not intended here to discuss the respective 
merits of these two systems, which may be re- 
garded as extreme opponents of each other. But 
it may be proper to say, in regard toa Bank of the 
United States, that if there were in no quarter any 
constitutional objection to the crea'ion of such an 
insutation, it would nevertheless not have been re- 
commended to Congress, in the present condition of 
things, as a measure likely to afford relief to the 
country. Such is the condition of the currency, in 
many of the States, such the deplorable depression 
of genera! credit, produced by that condition of the 
currency and other causes, and such the existing 
pressure in the money market, arising, as 13 be- 
lieved, in a great degree from want of confidence, 
that there probabiliiy that private subscrip- 
tions, payable in specie, would be obtained to any 
bank with an ordinary charter. ‘This opinion is 
strengthened by the fact, that six per cent. siocks 
of the Unitec States, now in the market, go slowly 
and { heavily into private hands; and alihcagh this 

s deubtiess partly attributable to the short period 
nae wich those stocks are made redeemaole, 
yet the general fact concurs with other reasons in 
producing a full conviction that it would be useless 
at the present moment to attemptthe creation of a 
bank, with a capital to be furnished principally by 
private subscriptions, and intended to discount, 
throvgh its brauche and notes in all parts of 
the country, even if constitutional objections were 
out of the way. And in regard to the Sub-Treasury 
system, it 1s perhaps enough to say that it is sup- 
posed a return to that sysiem, at any time hereaf- 
ter, is an event highly improbable. 

Between these—a bank on the one hand, and 
the system of the Sub-Treasury on the other—the 
present plan is offered, seeking to avoid the ob- 
jections which exist to each, and to accomplish, to 
some extent, the good designed by both. The 
pian, such as itis, wil be received and considered, 
it is not doubted, in a spirit of candor and conci- 
liation, and with a disposition, not so much to per- 
sist in the pursuit of what may be unattainable, as 
to turn to the greatest practicable advantage of the 
country the use of all those means, the employ- 
ment of which may be expected to meet the gene- 
rai concurrence. 

a bill now submitted may be considered as 
havir thre principal objects in view: 

Is S rae cafe keeping of the public moneys. 

2d. The furnishipbg, as well for safe and conve- 
nient payments to the T'reasery as for the use of 
the eer a paper circulalion always equivalent 
to ag and silver, and of universal credit. 

A P ovi sion for supplying, to some extent, 
the mecnsof a cheap and safe exchange in the 
commerce between the several States? 

Of the high imporiance of the first of these ob- 
jects, no one can enteriain a doubt. The public 
moneys are reczived by Government’, from the pec- 
ple, fer the necessary uses of the counti ry, accord. 
ing to the Constitution, aud onght ever to be es- 
iesmed a sacred trust. They are earned by the in- 
custry of te people; and, while safely guarded 
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and applied only to really necessary and constita- 
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ment of a strict system of frequent accounting. In 
ine early history of the Government, and some- 
times at more recent periods, when public mo- 
neys were to be used for their proper purposes, 


the drafts of the Treasury bave been made direct- 
ly on the-e first recipfents. At other times, and 


when there has been a Bank of the United States 
in existence, the law has required that thuse mo- 
neys should be deposited in such Bank. 

By the actof June, 1836, it was provided that 
public moneys should be deposited in certain State 

canks, called deposite banks; and, finally, by the 
Sab-Trea: ury act, they were to be kept by the 
mint and its branches, and by certain officers calied 
receivers general. 

In all these modes of securing, or atlempting to 
secure, the safety of the public treasures, itis ob- 
vious that the main reliance, after all, has been 
piaced in the honesty and integrity of public offi- 
cers; there being superadded, however, in the case 
of deposites with banks, the guarantee supposed to 
be afforded by their capital; and in the case of in- 
dividuals, a security by the execution of official 
bonds, with responsible sureties. Butin none of 
these modes, any more than in any thing else 
which becomes the subject of GKuman trust in hu- 
man hands, could it be affirmed that the funds were 
absolately secured, and safe beyond all possibility 
of loss or danger. Committed to the care of the 
deposite banks, to the skill of their officers and the 
pledge of their capital, we know from experience 
that the public money was not safe. Deposited 
with a Bank of the United States, although no loss 
ever actually happened from such deposite, we 
now see enough to know that there was danger, 
and that the safety of the public money depended 
upon a degree of discretion in the management 
iastitution, of the existence 





of the and con- 
tinuance of which we had not, and could 
not have, perfect assurance. And, under the 
operation of the Sub-Treasury law, every 


ihing resolved itself, at last, into confidence in 
the honesty and integrity of agents, and the suffi- 
ciency of their bonds. There were, it is true, 
chambers and vaults, with thick walls and strong 
leeks; but human hands held the keys. Underthat 
system of public custody, the same temptations ex- 
isted which surround men of doubtful principles or 
wavering integrity in other situations of public 
trust; and if the system had continued, these temp- 
tations were as likely to have shown their power 
over those employed under it as they have done in 
other cases. 

It is confidently believed that the present bill 
contains all that is practicable, and can be useful, 
an establishing a safe custody or place of 

keeping of the funds of Government. The system 
which it proposes will evidently possess some emi- 
nent advantages of safety overa bank. In banks, 
excessive loans, and a disposition, often prompied 
by their own interest, io carry their accommoda- 
ions to quite unreasonable lengths, are a great 
source of danger. The Board of E Exchequer. will 
he free from this. itis to make no loans, and to 
give no accommodations. OpcraYons in exchange, 
when founded in real business transactions, are 
usually safe in well conducted banks. Indeed re- 
valar dealing in exchange is the safest of a!l bank- 
ing transactions, and, in thts respeci, the present 
measure promises still greater safety than attends 
the same business in banks, from the strict limita. 
tions imposed on it, and the absence of all motive 
to run sank s we have seen, 
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the other hand, that these funds would be used, 
not only for purposes of exchange, but in general 
accommodation loans, and toa great and often 
dangerous extent, by any bank in which they should 
be deposited. Butif, after all, at be regarded as 
possible that occasional losses may happen from 
dealing in exchange, with the limitations provided 
in the bill, it will then be for Congress to decide, 
whether a danger so contingent shall induce it to 
reject the bill, and to prefer a system which locks 
up from all use every dollar of the public money, 
from its receipt to its disbursement. As the evil 
of thus withholding so large a portion of the circu- 
lation from the general uses of society, by retain- 
ing it until wanted for disbursement, is manifestly 
a great evil, especially if the funds thus withdrawn 
be in the precious metals, it ought not to be suffered 
to exist, unless the danger from the adoption of 
another system be equaliy manifest. 

A plain, practical, and important public good 
ought not to give way to dangers of doubtful occur- 
rence, or likely to be slight in degree, if they should 
occur. Some risks must be run, whenever any 
thing important is attempted in regard to revenue 
and finance, as well as in other business of life; 
and the true question must always be, whether the 
danger of loss be so clear and so great as to over- 
balance the evident and certain benefits. And it 
is to be borne in mind, also, that although the pre- 
sent measure has not profit to Government or aug- 
mentation of revenue for ils object, yet that the ope- 
rations of the Exchequer are expected to result in 
some amount of earnings; so that, if occasional 
losses should occur, such earnings may make them 
good. 

The Board of Exchequer, it is to be presumed, 
will be composed of men of high character, known 
to the country, and possessing its confidence. 

It will be their duty to superintend and watch 
over the conduct of those who pay out and receive 
money from day to day, and to demand from ali 
such agents proper bonds, with responsible sureties; 
and it will be their duty also, to prescribe and 
enforce a system of regular and prompt accouni- 











ing, which shall know neither indulgence nor 
delay. At the principal board, and at each 
agency, the business of eve.y day may be 


closed, and each subordinate ofi.cer called on to 
account for his receipts, before the day itself closes. 
Over this Board the Secretary of the Treasury will 
exercise a superintending power, by the right of 
calling for all accounts, general and particular, as 
often as he pleases. And, finally, the absolute au- 
thority of Congress will exist over the whole. 
Congress will have created no corporation; it will 
have conferred no privileges or benefits, except on 
the public; it will have granted no vested rights to 
individuals; it will have paried with no portion of 
its own power; but its authority will remain to 
amend, to supervise throughout, or to abolish alto- 
gether the system, at all times, according to its own 
pleasure. 

If entire trust may not be reposed in an institu- 
tion thus guarded, itcan only be because human 
beings can never be the objecis of absolute conti- 
dence, nor human skill always adequate to the ac- 
complishment of itf objects. 

Nor is the plan justly liable to the cbjection 
that it creates a union of the purse and the sword, 
by giving to the Executive the custody or control 
of the public money. Far otherwise. The Presi- 
dent cannot touch a dollar of the public money, by 
bisown authority, nor change its custody. ‘fae 
Secretary of the Treasury cannot touch a dollar, 
nor change its custody,except to meet the ccca- 
sions of the public service, and by a public official 
act. Whoever shall come to the Exchequer for 
money, must show the law of Congsess under 
which he comes; and no payment can be made 
but in compliance with such law. Until appro- 
priations are made by law, the President will have 
no more authority than any other individual in the 
country to take a farthing trom the Exchequer. 

The purse, then, is efiectually severed from the 
sword; the executive power is confined to its pro- 
per function of executing the laws of Congress, 
and discharging its o.her high constitutional duties; 
and the public funds will be in their proper place, 
entirely beyond his reach cr control, until Con- 
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gress shal! appropriate ihem to their destined pur- 
poses. From thattime they wil! go into the hands 
o! disbursing agents, as the public service may re- 
quire, protected still by official responsibility and 
adequate bonds, and still beyond any interference 
by the Executive power. Inthe Exchequer, there- 
fore, the public treasures will be safe—safe against 
the usual causes of loss and danger, and safe from 
jixeculive control, 

But the Exchequer is expecied to do more than 
merely to keep safely the public money. 

Its second object is to furnish a sound paper cir- 
culation, in which debts to the Government may 
be paid, and which may also be useful to the com- 
merce and general business of the country. The 
first of tuese functions is purely fiscal; and the in- 
strumentality of such a paper medium, in certain 
exigencies of the country, may become indispen- 
sable to the exercise of the highest duties of Go- 
vernment. 

In so reasoning upon this subject, as to come 
lo any practical conclusions, it is necessary to con- 
sidersome things as settled and certain. Among 
these, one of primary importanceis, that a paper 
circulation exists in the country, and that there is 
not the least probability of its ceasing to exist. 
The States possess the power of creating banks of 
circulation; they exercise this power; many of them 
derive not unimportant revenues from its exercise, 
and some of them even have established banks, of 
which they are themselves proprietors. No man 
can reasonably expect to see the day when they 
will relinquish this power, or refrain from its ex- 
ercise. 

In the next place, experience has confirmed the 
truth, beyond the possibibility of doubt or question, 
that paper of State banks cannot be of universal 
circulation and credit; there never has been, and 
there is not now, ary one State bank whose notes 
pass readily from hand to hand, as equivalent to 
specie, over all parts of the country. Many of 
these local institutions are perfectly sound, are well 
administered, and their credit in their own neigh- 
horhood entirely good and unquestioned. But, from 
the very nature of things, their credit is and must be 
local only. Itean never beuniversal. The people 
are acquainted with the institutions of their own re- 
spective States, and generailly understand the 
ground of theclaims of such institutions to confi- 
dence and respect. They pay attention also to 
whatever is cstablished by the General Govern- 
ment, because they have an interest in the laws 
which it passes. But the people, that is to say, the 
great mass cf productive earners of one State, can- 
not, generally speaking, be acquainted with the 
moneyed institutions of other and distant States. 
In most cases, they do not even know such institu- 
tions by name. How, then, canthey give them 
their confidence? We see they donot give it, even 
where it might be most safely bestowed. They 
prefer the paper of their own banks, though they 
know it to be depreciated, to the paper of other 


banks, because they have confidence in the 
institutions of their own State, and be- 
cause they know the amount of deprecia- 


tion on the paper of such banks, whereas of 
the value of a note of a distant bank they are 
wholly ignorant. But this knowledge, which the 
great mass of the community does not possess, Lro- 
kers and money dealers do, and they use it skil- 
fully to their own advantage. A farmer of Virgi- 
nia will hesitate to refuse in payment a New 
York note. He will prefer Virginia paper, al- 
though he knows it is not equivalent to specie, be- 
cause he can form some opinion of its value, while 
of the New York notehe knows nothing. But the 
holder of the New York note, at the same time, is 
able to dispose of it at the first broker’s office at a 
large preminm. 

Every man in the habit of observing what passes 
around him must every day see the existence of 
this state of thing ; and its inevitable consequence 
is, to throw the loss of depreciation on the labori- 
ous and productive classes. Wherever bad paper 
circulates, it is the industrious and the hard-working 
who soffer first, and suffer longest, and suffer most. 
But it is not intended to pursue this part of the sub- 
ject further than to illusirate and confirm the truth, 
that no State bank, founded on whatever capital, 
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administered by whatever degree of fidelity and 
skill, csp obtain that familiar character, and that 
established and well-known credit, which shall give 
its bills circulation through all classes, in any 
amounts, and in ail parts of the country. 

Now, another most important truth, equaily well 
settled by experience, is, that paper issued for cir- 
culation, under the authority or with the sanction 
of the Government of the United States, does ac- 
quire and retain this advantage of known and un- 
questioned character and universal confidence. 
No matter whether the note or bill preseat itself in 
Maryland or Missouri, Maine or Georgia, if it pro- 
mise payment in specie, cn demand, and that pro- 
mise be supposed to be guarantied by the character 
and credit of the Government, it springs immedi- 
ately to a value equivalentto specie. The impress 
of the National Government, connected with the 
fact of its immediately convertibility, stamps the 
paper with a mark of perfect and universal reliance, 
because all the people, in ail the States, are alike 
in‘erested in the General Government, alike ac- 
quainted with its proceedings, and have like faith 
in paper to which it gives iis sanction. We seem 
to be called upon, thereiore, to act on this subject 
with three important truths made clear before us: 
first, that a paper circulation will continue among 
us; second, that no paper circulation of universal 
credit can ever be furnished by State banks; third, 
that such a paper can be iurnished under the au- 
thority of the Government of the United States. 

It is under the influence of these realities that it 
is now proposed to issue, to some extent, a paper 
currency, according to the provisions of this bill. 
lis uses are expected to be twofold. In the first 
place, as already stated, it will furnish a safe pa- 
per medium, in which payments may be made to 
Government of ali debits and taxes. Few per- 
sous, perhaps, are sufficiently impressed with 
what would be the value of this, in certain emer- 
gencies. 

Debts to Government are now to be paid in spe- 
cie, or the notes of specie-paying banks. Let us 
suppose that some exigency should come suddenly 
upon the country, requiring the immediate assess- 
ment of heavy taxes, and that the same exigency 
should compel all the State banks to suspend spe- 
cie payments. In sucha posture of affairs how 
could taxes be paid? Of specie there would be lit- 
tle to be had; of the bills of specie-paying banks, 
none. Government would be driven by absolute 
necessity to the use of paper resting on its own 
credit, and created for the occasion. it would have 
no other resource. All must sec how vastly use- 
ful the system now proposed would be, upon the 
happening of such an emergency. The Exche- 
quer would be found in cperation, and in posses- 
sion of a certain quantity of specie; its notes 
would have become familiar to the public; it 
it would have, in addition to its specie and its own 
established character, the amount of revenue, 
whatever that amount mightbe, to sustain its cireu- 
lation. It would furnish notes for disbursement, 
aad recive them for taxes. With these means, 
and by faithful and skilfal management, though it 
might be embarrassed by the prostration of other 
institutions around it, it would sull retain its own 
credit; and that eredit would be a vivifying and 
fructifying germ amidst general blight and barren- 
ness. 

But this part of the bill has another purpose 
equally or sull more important. The measure is 
intended for the people as well as for the Govern- 
ment. Yhe issue of Treasury notes always re- 
deemable in gold or silver, and the use of them in 
payments from the Treasury and in the purchase 
of exchange, cannot but be beneficial, itis conceiv- 
ed, in a high degree, to the whole commerce and 
ail ‘he business concerns of the eountry. 

In this part of its operation the system presents 
itself as beneficent and productive of essential 
good. It seeks not Government emolument or 
Government convenience only, but the public good, 
the gocd of the people, in the largest and most 
comprehensive sense. Its effect is to give to the 
people, to their labor, and their internal trade, the 
activity of fands which would otherwise be locked 
up, and to give them, at the same time, good mo- 
ney. It employs those funds to sustain credit, to 
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supply a sound currency, and to favor useful in- 
tercourse between the Siates. And it does this 
without assuming undelegated powers, without 
alarming the jealousy or wounding the pride of the 
States. 

Yet it cannot with any justice or propriety be 
called a Government Bank. The essential ele- 
ments of a Bank are still wanting to it. Go- 
vernment seeks not to fill its own coffers by dis- 
counts, or to make gains by the use of its own cre- 
dit, or to make the issues of the Exchequer a sub- 
stitute for revenues in order to meet itsown necessi- 
ties. Nor does it propose to inflict on the pecple 
the evils and the fseourge of an irredeemable 
Government pagey, because no paper is to be 
issued, which is m# poyable in gold or silver on 
demand—all paper thus resting on the double basis 
of immediate convertibility and the public faith. It 
is not easy to conceive how any paper intended for 
circulation could be more safe or more useful for 
the purposes of commerce; and itis believed that it 
is just such a paper as the wants of the country 
now loudly demand. 

The extent to which this paper may be issued 
and circulated is, it must be confessed, in some de- 
gree uncertain. This must depend on the amount 
of revcnues collected and disbursed, and on the de- 
gree of success which may attend the operations 
provided for by another part of the bill. But, whe- 
ther the circulation of the notes of the Exchequer 
be larger or smaller, it must, so far as that circula- 
tion shall extend, be favorable to all interests. It 
cannot but conduce to the public welfare that there 
should be, in every part of the country, some one 
institution, or some one agency, which shall be of 
undoubted credit; and whose issues, be they great 
or smali, shall be equivalent to coin. 

If the circulation of the notes of the Exchequer 
from h:.nd to hand, in the commen business of life, 
should be found to be small, that fact will arise 
from one or the other of two caures, or from the 
combined effect of both. If the amount issued 
should be smail, then of course it can only 
fill the channels of circulation to a limited 
extent. And while the paper of the State 
banks shall continue depreciated and yet remain 
in circulation, Treasury notes, it is highly proba- 
ble, will often be taken out of the general circula- 
tion and used for the purpose of remittance. This 
limited circulation in such a case would arise from 
their superior value in comparison with the value 
of other paper. It would not be owing to want of 
confidence in them, but to their possessing the high- 
est degree of confidence. 

But if such use of Treasury notes should take 
place, and should diminish the amount circulated 
in daily transactions from band to hand, yet that 
use itself would confer a general benefit of great 
importance, inasmuch as al! such remiitances per- 
form the office of furnishing safeand cheap ex- 
change, and co-operate direcily with the results 
hoped to be produced by another provision of the 
bill. Butif the Exchequer and its agencies be al- 
lowed to deal in exchange, this use of its notes, 
although it might exist to some exient, would be 
far less considerable. 

Among possible objections to the issue of re- 
deemable Treasury notes, one may be, that they 
will be returned on the Exchequer, for specie for ex- 
portation, 

States and companies, it is known, cwe heavy 
debts in Europe, and these States and companies 
it may be fancied wiil obtain Treasury notes, 
harass the Treasury by demands for specie, and 
send the specie thus cbiained al road in discharge 
of their own obligations. A few words may dispel 
such imaginations. 

In the first place, the argument, if it prove any 
thing, proves too much; for it proves that for the 
same reason all specie-paying banks onght to cease 
specie payments. But the truth probably is, that 
these States and companies find less difficulty in 
lighting on some conrenient mode of remittance 
than on commanding at the present moment the 
means of making remittances in any form. The 
general depression, with the co-operation doubtless 
of other causes, has suspended the power of ob- 
taining such means. We must continue to hope 
that, under a better siate of things and in better 


times, this power will revive, and whan it shall, 
we must look to our crops, to our freights, and to 
the general earnings of our industry, to enable us 
to meet the claims of creditors abroad. In the 
mean time, since neither States nor companies can 
obtain loans of Treasury notes, nor otherwise pos- 
sess themselves of them than by buying and paying 
for them, we need not distress ourselves with ap- 
prehensions of rans on the Exchequer from that 
quarter. 

It remains to say something upon that part of 
the bill which authorizes the Exchequer and its 
agencies to buy and sell domestic exchange, under 
certain limitations and restrictions, 

That an institution founded en a more exten- 
sive plan, witha larger moneyed capital, which 
should deal in exchanges on a broad scale, buying 
bills at long dates, or accepting bills on security, in 
order to enable drawers !o anticipate their means, 
and thus aflord capital and credit, as weil 
as exchange, strictly speaking, might, but fer 
the dangers attending it, produce more benefit 
than that now proposed, mey be safely admitted. 
But such a scheme involves the idea of making 
loans and advances, of venturing largely on the 
strength of personal security, and entering in no 
small degree into the hazards of commerce. No 
such purpose is intended by presenting the pre- 
sent bill to the consideration of Congress. On the 
contrary, the utmost concern has been felt to guard 
th® proposed measure against all tendencies to 
such a system of exchange operations. 

In all its purposes, it looks to currency and to 
exchange, not to Jending or to discount. And it 
may well be a matier of serious consideration, 
whether such large powers of discount can be 
safely lodged in private institutions, with the 
power of making such discounts by the use of their 
own notes. 

The supervision and regulation of currency be- 
lone to Government; the business of commerce and 
the borrowing and Jencing of money*o individuals. 
And perhaps no conviction is more rapidly taking 
possession of the mind of enlightened men, than 
that Government should not commit the high and 
important function of superintending and regula- 
ting the currency of a country to the hands of those 
whose cccupation consists in making loans and 
discounts, whether on promissory notes or bills on 
time. Whenever a bank makes a loan, or a dis- 
count, by the issue of its bills, it adds so much to 
the circulating medivm of the country; and, in the 
absence of all other regulation or restraint, several 
hundred banks, whose palpable interest it is to in- 
crease the amount of circulation, are to decide, 
each in the excercise of its own discretion, to what 
extent that augmentation shail be carried. That 
to such a system there must be som2 check, or 
that, in the absence of all such check, the emis: ion 
of paper will be continually tending to excess, 
must be manifest to every reflecting mind. It is 
not proposed to enter fully into this subject at pre- 
sent; but as it has already in other countries, so it 
must necessarily ere long in this, command the 
most serious attention of Government. 

Itis hoped that the measure now proposed to 
Congress will have some effect, at least, in coun- 
teract ng the tendency to excess in bank issues. 
While it may not accomplish al! thatis to be de- 
sired, itis believed it will effect something. ‘To 
the extent of its means employed, i's operations 
will be calculated to restrain issnes and to correct 
excesses; because, in the first piace, every acces- 
sion of good currency to the genera! mass, tends 
either to render the bad worthless, so that in time it 
shal! all give way to a better, or to compel those 
who issue :uch bad currency to raise its value by 
preparing for iis redemption. If good currency 
could be put into circulation in such quantity as 
to meet the uses of the country, it must of course ex- 
pel the bad, or bring abouta change of its charac- 
ter, although it is equally true that, while the great 
mass be bad, and while it yet circulates, nothaving 
become entirely worihless, it is difficult for a small 
amount of good currency to share in the general 
circulation, since it is liable to be selected from the 
mass for purposes which that mass will not answer. 
And, in the secord place, the Exchequer will act 
beneficially in this respect, by holding all State 





banks with which it may have dealings, to a punc- 
tual performance of their obligations, and bringing 
them to an immediate settlement of their bills as 
may find their way into it, or into any of its agen~ 
cies. 

It is not inended to ay that the proposed mea- 
sure will of itself be able to arrest the progress of 
the great evil of excessive bank issues, or that Go- 
vernment may not be obliged, hereafter, to adopt 
other measures. On the contrary, as already sug- 
gested, it is apprehended that these evils may yet 
imperatively call for other remedies. But it is be- 
lieved that it will have a considerable effect, should 
its operations be as successful as is anticipated, in 
checking and limiting what it may not be able en- 
tirely lo suppress. 

But there is another very important considera- 
tion connected with this part of the subject. One 
great object of the whole measure is to furnish a 
sound currency, in the form of Treasury notes, re- 
deemable on demand in specie. These notes can 
get into circulation, and be kept in it, only in two 
ways: first, by payment in such notes of debts and 
demands on the Treasury; and second, by buying 
domestic exchange. And it is the last of these 
modes which is most confidently looked to as fur- 
nishing an active and continual circulatior of this 
paper, When issued in Government payments at 
distant points, the general tendency of the notes 
will be from those points to the great Atlantic ci- 
ties, according to the course of trade, thus leaving 
the p'ace of their first issue without the benefits of 
their circulation. But it is evident that if the agen- 
cies at those distant points shall be authorized to 
purchase bills of exchange, a new source for the 
issue of sound circulating paper will be opened, 
and the exchange thus bovght would be remit- 
ted wherever the demands of trade should call 
for it. 

In a country of such varied productions as the 
United Siates, some parts being highly commer- 
cial, others manufactur.ng, and others yielding vast 
amounts in raw material, the current and course 
of exchange has periodical changes. It flows one 
way or the other, or in the same way with more or 
less force, according to the seasons. Nor is this 
course always direct, but on the contrary often 
circuitous, winding itself through several distant 
markets. Commodities in many parts of the West 
seek a sale in the South, not expecting payment in 
Southern products, but in means available in the 
North and the Ea:t. This happy diversity of pro- 
ducts, and these useful ramifications of internal 
trade, demand imperatively not only a currency 
satisfactory to all, but the means also of easy, 
cheap, and safe dealing in exchange. And these 
two objects assist each other. A geod currency 
enables him who needs exchange to buy it, and he 
who has exchange to sell, tosell it. Good eurren- 
cy and safe exchange being tbus mutally converti- 
bie and acting together, all under proper Jimits and 
securities, form the most perfect system of paper 
circulation. The power to deal in exchange 
seems essential, indeed, to any cons.derable circu- 
lation of Treasury notes in the South and West. 
And it may be added, that nothing would tend 
more to counteract the concentration of moneyed 
affairs, atone or a few points, than the ability of 
buying domestic exchange. with good paper, re 
deemable at the place of purchase. Conimercia 
transactions, and the consummation of pecuniary 
engacements, naturally concentrate themselves in 
places where the currency is good. There is no 
remedy against this concentration so sovereign as 
the supplying of a good currency everywhere. 

A safe system of exchange, though no more ex- 
tensive than is contemplated by this bil’, will be of 
great use to thecommerce of the country in other 
respects, besides furnishing the means of keeping a 
good currency ia circulation. The more direct 
advantages flowing from it are not inconsiderable. 
Although its object be not to supply capital or credit 
for purposes of trade, or to make advances, and 
although the whole system is limited to exchanges, 
s'rictly, yet it cannot failto afford very important 


facilities, and to be productive of much general 
benefit. 
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aud of bringing them home immediately, and with- 
out loss, isa power or faculty of no mean im- 
portance, in the hands of those whose business 
leads them to form commercial] connections in 
such distant parts. This power or faculty the mea- 
sure under consideration proposes to confer impar- 
tially on ail, to the extent of its means. And its 
capacity for good, in this respect, is confidently 
left to the judgment of those whose practical expe- 
rience has rendered them most compeient to de- 
ide. 

As to any dangerous consequences from un- 
toward influences in buying or selling exchanges, it 
is to be again observed that the Exchequer can lend 
money to nobody; itcan furnish capital to no one 
to begin, carry on, or uphold his business; it only 
seeks to enable any one to place his fun 
needs them; and this, as it will be seen, is 
Jone under such restrictions as that all 
commodation, and therefore all idea of partialsiy 
or favor to individuals, is effectually repelled. All 
real borrowing and lending is excluded, and bills 
are to be taken on such time only as is necessary 
for ordinary notice, and the usual transmission of 
intelligence. 

Over operations, Legun and completed in so 
short a time, and which are to be carried on in the 
face of the commercial community—operations 
which allow so little of favor or accommodation 
to ay—it is not likely that unjust or partial local 
influences, far ies’ likely that any pernicious cen- 
tral influences, will exercise control. 

It may be objected to all dealing in exchanges, 
that parties on bills will become debtors to Go- 
vernment; that in case of any gencral pressure 
they will petition for relief, and thus embarrass 
Government, as well by neglect of punctuality of 
paymentas by importunity for indulgence. it is 
readily admitted thatthe delicate relation of debtor 
and creditor should be avoided, as far as may be, 
between Government and the people. But in many 
cases it must exist. The imposition of every tax 
creates that relation; every custom-house bond 
creates it, and itis found in many other forms 
But a better answer to this objection is, that the 
credit, so far as any may arise under the opera- 
tions of this bill, will be a commercial credit, of 
all others the most unlikely to be viclated—of a 
few days’ continuance only, existing between the 
Government and each individual, by himself, out 
of which no common cause, no common interes: 
in delay, no common importunity for relief, can 
well arise. 

As the great object of the whole measure is to put 
an end to controversies, and give repose, it is left 
to the States to prohibit the practice of private de- 
posites and dealings in exchange within their re- 
spective limits, if any of them shall so see fit. Of 
such prohibition no apprehension is entertained, 
yet the les scruple has beea felt in recommending 
the the provision, as it may avoid difficulties, by 
manifesting a disposition neither to tread on any 
questionabje ground, nortogive rise to unneces- 
sary différences of opinion. 

The plan will present itself to all the States and 
all the people. It proposes general benefit to ail; 
and no fear is entertained lest either the States or 
the people should examine it with too close a scru- 
iny. 

The section which authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue, if found necessary, five mil- 
lions of stocks, is designed as a provision against 
contingencies incident to the fluc uations of trade. 
In an agent of Government, such as is now pro- 
posed to be created, it is proper that there should 
exist every security for the maintainance of its cre- 
dits. Misfortunes may fallon private institutions, 
in the revulsionsof commerce and business, and 
they may be compelled to stop payment; but what- 
ever is identified with the character of Government 
should be placed on the safest possible foundations. 
As the means of the country are most ample, its 
credit high, and the burdens of the people light, 
there is wisdom in giving to the Exchequer the 
power of immediate resort, in case of necessity, 
to the unstained and unquestionable faith of the 
nation. There should be no hesitation, no scru- 
ple, no lingering doubt, about the ability of the in- 
stitution now proposed to be established, to fulfil 
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ocenrrences not of force to disturb the Government 
itself. 

Such are ihe general views of the impertant 
measure Which now invites the consideration of the 
Legislature. 

The extremes of public sentiment on the sub- 
jects embraced in this bill, are embodied in the 
system of the Sub-Treasvry on the one hand, 
andin a Bank of the United States on the other. 
The great problem now propounded to practi- 
cal statesmanship is, whether repose and re- 
conciliation of opinion can be attained, whe- 
ther an end can be putto distressing doubts and 
exasperated controversies, touching the policy of 
the Government, by the adoption of an interme- 
diate system; a system exercising no ungranted 
power, establishing no monopoly, bestowing no in- 
defeasible rights, attempting no divorce of the Go- 
vernment from the people; but, on the other hand, 
converting the most ausiere. though the most indis- 
pensable and plainivy constitutional duty of the 
Government, the cclieciion of the taxes, into the very 
means of sustaining the industry, interchanging the 
commodities, and increasing the gains of those by 
whom taxes are paid. 

This intermediate position, the plan struck out in 
in the President’s message proposes to cecupy. On 
the one hand, it performs one grand fenction which 
the Sob-Treasury could not and did not seek to 
perform. 

It asserts and recognises the constitutional duty 
of cherishing and sustaining the commerce be- 
tween the States, by all proper and constitu- 
tional means, and turns away from nothing within 
the limits of the Constitution which may support 
general credit. 

It admits the impolicy and impracticability, 
without violence to the business of life, of coercing 
an entire substitution of the precious metals for 
that convertible currency which has come to oc- 
cupy their place. 

But, on the other hand, it is not a corporation; it 
alarms nobody by the assertion of power to enter 
the States, to engross local business, or grasp at 
local gains, exempt from liability or local bur- 
dens. 

{ a measnre may ever be accomplished, as the 
good sense, the fraternal sentiments, and the busi- 
ness necessities of the American people must lead 
them ardently to desire, by which existing elements 
of discord shall be withdrawn from national poli- 
ties, and the country be suffered to enjoy tranquil- 
lity in things nearly affecting men’s daily labor and 
daily bread, §it is confidently believed that it may 
be matured, by the wisdom of the Legislature, out 
of the general provisions of the bill now submitted 

to its consideration, 
W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
A BILL amendatory of the several acts establish- 
ing the Treasury Department. 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Cengress assembled, That there sha!l be, and hereby 
is, created and established in the Treasury Depart- 
ment at the seat of the Government of the United 
States, a Board, to be called the Exchequer of ihe 
United States, to be composed of the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the time being, the Treasurer of 
the United States for the time being, and three 
Commissioners, to be appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; one 
of the said Commissioners first appointed to 
be appointed for two years, one for four years, and 
one for six years, and vacancies subsequently oc- 
curring to be so filled as that one vacancy shall re- 
gularly occur at the end of every period of two 
years; the said Commissioners not to be removed 
from office, except for physical inability, incompe- 
tency, or neglect or violation of dutv; and in case 
of any such removal, it shall be the duty of the Pre. 
sident to lay the reason thereof before the Senate. 

- And on the first organization of the Board, one of 
ihe three Commissioners shall, by the members, 
thereof, be elected President, who shall hold his 
office for two years, when a new election shall be 
made; and, in like manner, a new election shall 
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take place afterwards at the end of each successive 
period of two years. And the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall have authority to appoint all such infe- 
rior officers as, in the judgment of the Board, the 
transaction of ils business may require—'he amount 
of their respective compensations to be fixed by the 
Board, who may take bonds for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duty, for such sums, and in such 
manner, as the Seeretary of the Treasury shall di- 
rect. And each ef sai? Commissioners shall re- 
ceive an annual salary of dollars. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That the said 
Board of izxchequer shall have power to establish: 
agencies or offices in such of the cities or towns of 
the Siates and Territories of the United States as it 
may judge expedient, not exceeding two in any 
State or Territory, and also wherever Congress 
may by law require the same to be established; and 
such officers and agents as may, by the Board of 
Exchequer, be thought necessary for the manage- 
ment of such agencie:, and the transaction of their 
business, shal! be appointed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the recommendation of the 
Board of Exchequer; and the said Board 
shall have power to fix the amount of the 
respective compensations of such officers, and 
to provide regulations for the government of such 
agencies, the transaction of their business, and the 
rendering accounts of al! their proceedings. And 
in such regulations they shall so assign and arrange 
the duties of the officers of the said agencies as 
that one of those officers shail be a check and con- 
trol upon the other, and for that purpose they 
shall require that the accounts and proceedings of 
each shal! be entered in proper books. And any 
of the officers of the said agencies may be removed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for physical ina- 
bility, or incompetency, or neglect or viviation of 
duty, but it shaJl be his duty to state every remo- 
val of any principal officer of any agency, with his 
reasons therefor, in his general annual report of 
the transactions of the Board of Exchequer. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Exchequer and its officers shall be the general 
agents of the Government of the United States for 
receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys, and transferring and transmitting the 
same under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and all public moneys received, from 
whatever sources, shall, under the same directions, 
be paid into the said Exchequer or its agencies; and 
the principal officers employed in such agencies 
shall give bonds to the United States for such 
amount and in such form as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe for the faithful perform- 
ance of their duties. And the said Board of Ex- 
chequer and its several agencies shall pay all war- 
rants, drafts, or orders made thereon by the Trea- 
surer of the United States, and by all disbursing 
officers and agenis of the Government having au- 
thority to make such drafts ororders. And every 
such payment shail be made, at the option of the 
person entitled to receive it, in gold and silver coin 
or in Treasury notes. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Excheguer and its officers shall perform the cu- 
ties of Commissioners of Loans, in receiving sub- 
scriptions, transferring stock, and paying dividends 
and interest thereen, under the directions of the Se- 
creiary of the Treasury, and shall render to the 
Treasurer of the United States all necessary facili- 
ties for transferring and disbursing the public 
funds as shall be required by him, and shall per- 
form all the duties of pension agents under the re- 
gulations piesecribed by the Secretary of War, and 
shall render and perform all other duties and ser- 
vices in relation to the collecting, keeping, and 
disbursing of the public funds as shall be pre- 
seribed by law or by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Exchequer at the seat of Govern- 
ment, and its several agencies, to receive on pri 
vate deposile gold or silver coin or bullion, the pro- 
perty of individuals, to be held as in other cases 
of deposites made by individuals for convenience 
and security; and to issne certificates of the fact ol 
such deposite having been made; which certificates 
shal! always be redeemed on presentation at the 
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agency where issued. Butthe amountso depo- 
sited shall never exceed in the whele hfteen millions 
of dollars, to be distributed by the Board among 
its several agencies according to the extent of their 
buginess respectively; and for issuing such certifi- 
cates no higher premium shall be demanded than 
shall be sufficient to indemnify against the hazard 
of loss and remunerate for the safekeeping the de- 
posite, and in no instance to exceed the one-half 
of one per cent. Bat paper issued by the Board 
and its several agencies, whethr in the form of 
bills or of certificates of deposite, shall be redeemfa- 
ble only at the place where issued, unless the 
Board shall see cause to order otherwise, 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the said Board of Exchequer, within 
three months after its first organization, to establish 
such by-laws and rujes of proceeding as it may 
judge expedient and proper for the regulation of its 
concerns, and the government of its agencies; and 
cepies of all existing by-laws and regulations shail 
be laid before Congress every year at its annual 
session. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed to cause to be prepared Treasury notes of 
denominations not less than five dollars nor exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, which notes shall be 
Signed by the Treasurer of the United States and 
countersigned by the president of the Board of Ex- 
Chequer, and made pavable to the order of the 
principal agent at each agency, and shall be by him 
endorsed when issued at such agency, and which 
notes shall be redeemable and shall be redeemed in 
gold and silver on demand, at the agency where 
issued; and Treasury notes intended to be issued by 
the Board of Exchequer at the seat of Government 
shall be in like form, and shall be payable to the 
order of the commissioners, and shall be endorsed 
by some one of them when issued, and shall be re- 
deemable and redeemed at said Board, on demand, 
in gold and silver; and exact and perfect lists of all 
notes so signed shall be kept at the Treasury; and 
all Treasury notes issued under the authority of 
this act may, when redeemed, be reissued by the 
Board and its agencies respectively. 

Sec 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of Treasury notes issued and outstanding 
shall not, at any one time, exceed the amount of 
fifteen millions of dollars, unless otherwise ordered 
or provided by law; and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury is authorized, from time to time, on the ap- 
plication ef the Board of Exchequer, to furnish for 
its own use and that of its several agencies a suita- 
ble amount of such notes, to be used in the transac- 
tion of its business; and all dues to the United 
States, or any officer or department thereof, may 
be paid in gold or silver coin, in Treasury notes is- 
sued under this act, or in the notes of banks which 
shall be immediately convertible jato specie at the 
place where received. 

Sec. 9. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Board 
of Exchequer at the seat of Government and each 
of its agencies shall settle weekiy, or oftener, with 
all banks in their neighborhood whose paper they 
may have received. and pay or collect, as the case 
may be, all baiances between it and said banks; 
and no individual shal! be ailowed at any time to 
stand as debtor to the Exchequer or any of iis agen- 
cies in accoun!; and it shail be the duty of said 
Board of Exchequer, and each of it several egen- 
cies, at all times, so to limit its issues that its gold 
an¢ silver on hand shall be equal to one-third the 
amount of such issues outstanding. 

Sec. 10 And be tt further enacied, That the said 
Board of Exchequer may draw bills or drafts on 
any of its agencies, and may authorize any agency 
to draw bills or cratts on the Board or any other 
agency, and may sell and authcrize i's agencies to 
sell bills or dratts for a premium not exceeding the 
fair cost of remitting specie to the place of pey- 
ment, and in no case to exceed two per centum on 
the amount of such bill or draft, 

Sec. 11. And be it further enactet, That it shall 
be lawful for said Board of Exchequer and each of 
its agencies to purchase domestic bills of exchange, 
subject to the following rules and regulations: 

1. No bill of exchange shail be bought which is 
payable in the same State or Territory in which it 
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isdrawn, nor any bill payable within less than 
miles of the place of drawing. 

2. Bills drawn on places not more thin five 
hundred miles distant from the place of drawing 
shall not be drawn for a longer time than thirty 
days from date; and bills drawn on places more 
than five hundred miles from the place of drawing 
shall not be drawn fora longer time than thirty 
days from sight. 

3. In no instance shall more be demanded from 
the seller of such bill, by way of interest or ex- 
change, than an interest not exceeding six per 
cent. per annum for the time which the said bill 
has to run, and a rate of exchange never exceed- 
ing the cost of remitting specie, and in no case to 
exceed two percent. And it shall not be lawful 
for the Board of Exchequer, or any agency, to 
purchase any bill drawn by or upon any member 
or officer thereof, or in which such member or offi- 
cer shall in any way be interested; nor to receive 
any deposite of any money belonging to any such 
member or officer. And no bill shall be purchased 
or draft sold at any agency, without the assent of 
at least two of the officers of such agency; nor by 
the Board of Exchequer without the assent of two 
of its members. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no 
agency established in any State under the provi- 
sions of this act shall, contrary to any law which 
such State may enact, receive any other deposites 
than those ef the United States, or make or sell 
drafts, or purchase bills, other than such as shall 
be necessary in the collection, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public funds. 

Sec. 13. .4nd be it further enacted, That if at any 
time it shall be found neerssary to carry on the 
operations of the Exchequer Board, and its agen- 
cies hereby created, the Secretary of the Treasury 
may cause to be prepared, issued and delivered to 
the Exchequer Board, certificates of stock of the 
United States, in the usual form, bearing interest at 
arate not exceeding five per centum per annum, 
to an amount not exceeding five millions of dol- 
lars, the interest of which shall be payable semi- 
annually, and the principal shall be redeemable at 
the pleasure of the Government after the expira- 
tion cf twenty years from the issue thereof. And 
it shall be lawful for the said Exchequer Board to 
sell and transfer the said stock for gold or silver 
coin, or bullion. And it shall be the duty of the 
Exchequer Board to provide for the punctual pay- 
rent of the interest on the said stock as it shall 
become due, and for the reimbursement of the 
prineipal from the profits and other means and 
resouices of the Board and i's agencies. But the 
faith of the Government, nevertheless, shall be 
pledged for the payment. of the interest and the 
principal of such stock. 

Src 14. And be it further enacted, That the Board 
of Exchequer, and its several agencies, shall keep 
separate and distinct sets of books, for the purpose 
of entering and recording, in one set, all transac- 
tions respecting the collection, keeping, and disburs- 
ing of the pnblic revenue, and transmitting the 
public moneys from place to place for the service 
oi Government, and in another, all transactions 
and accounts arising from dealings in exchange 
and other transactions noi on Government account. 
And all prefits accruing from dealing in exchange 
on individual account and from private deposites 
shall be applied in the first place to pay all salariesand 
compen:ations, and to detray all expenses incurred 
under the authority of this act, and the residue 
thereof shal! be placed semi-annually to the credit 
of the Treasurer of the United Siates: Provided, ne- 
vertheless, ‘bat the said board may defer all such 
credits to the Treasurer, until the amount of pro- 
fits aforesaid beyond expenses shai! exceed two 
millions of dollars, and may retain said amount of 
two millions as a fund to meet all contingencies 
chargeable on the Exchequer and its agencies, 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That if it 
shall at any time become? necessary to bring suit 
on any bil of exchange or other debt or liability 
arising out of any transactions under the provisions 
of thisac', such suit may be brought in the name 
ef the United States in any Circuit Court of the 
United States, or any State Court having compe- 
tent jurisdiction, 
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Sec. 16. 4nd be it further enacted, That the ne- 





| cessary rooms and vaults for the safekeeping of the 
| public moneys, and for the transaction of the busi- 


ness of the Board of Exchequer and is agencies 
shail be provided by the Treasury Department at 
the city of Washington, and in the custom-houses, 
mint, branch mints, and other public buildings be- 
longing to the United States,so faras the same 
can be furnished without detriment to the public 
service: and where the same cannot be so furnished, 
the said board may provide othere. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be Jawful for the said Board of Exchequer to ap- 
point as agent for the Board :ny specie-paying 
bank in any State in cases where it way not be 
deemed expedient to establish an office or agen- 
cy of the said Board, as hereinbefore provided; 
but such bank shall not be autherized in any event 
to receive deposites or to purchase or sell bills or 
drafts on account of the Board of Exchequer. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That full and 
exact accounts of the proceedings of the Board 
and its several agencies shall be furnished to the 
Secretary of ths Treasury as often as he may pre- 
scribe; and it shall be the duty of the said Secre- 


| tary to lay abstracts of the same before Congress 
| at the commencement of each annual session, and 


to furnish full and particular,accounts and state- 
ments of the transactions of the Board and its 
agencies when required by Concress; and the 
amount of Treasury notes outstanding at the end 
of every quarter shall, so soon thereafter as the 
same may be ascertained, be published by the Se- 
cretary of- the Treasury. 

Src. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any 
member of the Exchequer Board, or any officer or 
clerk employed in its busines or any of its agen- 
cies, shall convert to his own use, in any way, any 
money or security deposited with or or belonging 
to the said Board or any of its agencirs, or belong- 
ing to the United States, or any other person or 
persons dealing or depositing with the said Board 
or any agency, he sha!! be deemed guilty of felony, 


| and, on coaviciion thereof before any court of the 


United States of competent jurisdiction, shall be 
senienced to imprisonment for a term pot less than 
nor more than years, and to a fine equal 
to twice the sum or value of the property embez- 
zied. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any 
officer or member of ‘the Board of Exchequer, ¢r 
any of its agencies established under the provi- 
sions of this act, shall give or sign a false certifi- 
vith any 
agency, or shall issue or deliver any draft or bill 
of exchange without having rceived the full 
amount thereof, and caused the receipt of the same 
to be duly en‘ered in the books of the said agency, 
or shall be guilty of any other malpractice by 
which any responsibility of the said agency, or of 
the Board of Exchequer, cr of the United States, 
shall be improperly created cr increased, he shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con- 
viction thereof in any court of the United States 
of compeient jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to 
imprisonmeni icr aterm not less than one year 
nor more than seven yeais, and toa fine equal to 
ihe amount of the faise certificate so given, or of 
the bill or draft sol delivered, or to the 
amount of the responsiblity so created or in- 
creased. 

Mr. LINN, agreeably to notice given, and on 
leave granted, introduced the bill following, which 
was read, Viz: 

A bill to repeal the distribution sections of the act 
entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
soles of the public lands, and to grant pre-emplion 
rights,” approved the 4:h day of September, 
1841, and in lieu of the distribution cf the Jand 
revenue therein proposed, to pledge the same to 
the common defence of the Unicn. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth and sixth sections of the act aforesaid, being 
so much thereof es provides fora distribution of 
the public land revenue among the States and 
Territories, and the District of Coluwbia, shall be, 
and the same hereby are, repealed. 
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Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
afier the passing of this act, the nett proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, so far as the same 
shall not be needed to defray the expenses, or to 
pay the deb!s of the General Government, shall 
be, and the same are hereby, pledged to the com- 
mon defence of the Union, and shall be faithfully 
applied to that object, from me to time, according 
to the plans of detence which Congress shall adopt, 
until the United, S:ates are placed in that state of 
strength and securily which is due to the honor 
and independence of the country, and to the pro- 
tection of the rights and interests of i's citizens. 
And.it shali be the daty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, at the commencement of each stated 
s ssion of Congress, to reportto each House of 
Congress the amount of the nett proceeds of the 
public jands for the current year, and which were 
not required to defray the expenses, or to pay the 
debts of the United States, and the amount so re- 
ported shall be, and the same hereby is, appropri- 
ated to providing ‘uch means, and consiructing 
such works of public defence, by land and water, 
as then-may be in progress, or which Congress 
sha'l order and direct; and such appropriations 
shail continve until the defenees of the Union shall 
be completed, and shali be in addition to the ordi- 
nary annaal appropriations for such objects. 

Mr. LINN remarked that he was not certain, 
from the nature of the proposition, as to what com- 
mitiee it should go. The Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands was strongly committed on the subject, 
and he could not expect to have a full hearing be- 
fore it. He thought, as the bill was merely to re- 
peal a law disposing of the proceeds of the public 
lands, and to change the application of such pro- 
ceeds from the States to the national defences, that 
it should go tu the Committee on Military Affairs. 
It struck him, without consultation with any one, 
that would be the proper committee. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, as he was directly 
appealed to by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Linw] as to his course should the bill be referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, he felt it due 
to candor to say that his mind had undergone no 
change in relation to the Distributionact. Atthe last 
session the subject had been reierred to the commit- 
tee of which he was chairman; he had reported the 
bill, and it had become a law. Should the bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, he 
would do his duty, but his mind must undergo a ra- 
dical change, which he did not anticipate, or he should 
recommend that the bill be reported back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that it do not 
pass. The distribution law had not yet taken 
effect, and he felt willing to see its operation before 
he acted on the question of repeal. He spoke for 
himself, and noi for the other members of the Com- 
miitee on the Pablic Lands, of whose opinions he 
knew nothing. He neither coveted nor sbrunk 
from the labor that might be thrown upon the 
Committee on the Public Lands by the reference 
of the bill to that committee. Heleft the matter 
to the good pleasure of the Senate, and would 
abide its decision. 

The CHAIR observed that the question was not 
on the reference of the bill, but on its second read- 
ing. 

The question was then put ‘on the reading of 
the bill by its title, which was agreed to, and it was 
so read. 

Mr. LINN now made a definite motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the chairman of 
the Committee on the Public Lands had shown, by 
what he had said, sufficient reason why the bil 
should not be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. If there was any one parliamentary rule 
better established than another, it was, that a buil, 
if referred at all, should be referred to a committee 
of friends to the measure. It was contrary to all 
usage (o refer it to an adverse committee. 

Mr. SMITH explained, and said he spoke only 
for himself, and not for any member of the com- 
mitiee, when he said he should report adversely to 
the repeal of the distribution bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN contended that the parliamen- 
tary rale was well established that a bill on its re- 
ference should not be put into the hands of any 
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committee the majority of which might be adverse 
to its principles. Torefer the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, which had recommended the 
act it was intended ts repeal, would be a manifest 
violation of the rule. He would suggest to bis 
friend from Misvouri the’propriety, indeed necessi- 
ty, of referring his billtoa select committee. He 
would wish to see the Senator himself on that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LUNN observed that the reason why he did 
not propose a select 
the bill, was that he did not himself wish to be 
placed on the committee. There were, indeed, 
many reasons why he did not wish it. He had 
a vast amount of business on his bands to trans- 
act for his constituents, besides much of his own 
of a public character, which claimed his attention. 
But a paramount consideration was, that he did 
not feel himself qualified by the nature of his edu- 
cation or opportunities to take the lead in a mea- 
sure of such vast national importance. He had 
supposed the Committee on Military Affairs would 
not be so loaded with business as to preciude its 
consideration of the subject. The chairman of 
that committee, he apprehended, was not over- 
whelmed with such a multiplicity of business as he 
was himself. Besides, it naturally assimila‘ed it- 
self to the duties of that committee. But if the 
Senate wished him to take charge of the bill as a 
member of a select committee, he would endeavor 
to devote all the attention in his power to it. While 
he had the floor, he would say a word on the 
subject of a doctrine entertained on the other 
side, that the General Government had the right 
to make a distribution of a portion of the general 
revenue for the purpose of relieving States in debt. 
That it had, he uiterly denied. If the doctrine 
could be entertained in reference to any of the 
States, it could in reference to the whole. And to 
what would this lead? Look at the condition of 
many States. What aid will the paltry amount 
of this distribution give to them? Some of 
the States are in debt, and some are not, which 
makes the operation of the bill unequal. Some 
want it and somefdo not; whilst every man, wo- 
man and child in the Republic is interested in the 
defence of the country. Is it not important that 
we should preserve all the resources of the country, 
and not lavish the treasure of the nation, confided 
to us for the benefit of the confederacy? Will not 
the passage of this repeal bill serve to keep the 
States together, and preserve the Union? Are not 
ail the States now looking to Congress as the north 
star which is to guide them through the storm? 
May they not exclaim, “if we lose you, we are 
lost?” It seemed to him sirange that it should for 
a moment be considered constiintional for this Go- 
vernment to assume any part of the debts of the 
States. And what else did the Distribution act 
amount to but that assumption? He was really 
astonished to see the course which some gentlemen 
bad taken on this subject. They knew that this 
country had an immense extent of coast and terri- 


torial border, stretching from the Atlantic to the. 


Pacific ocean, to protect, requiring a large expendi- 
ture. Itis all important to preserve this Govern- 
ment from the ge eral wreck and ruin which sur- 
rounds it. It was not to be denied that its foreign 
relations were in a precarious situation, and thatat 
a moment’s warning a war might be precipitated; 
yet they had frittered away the means of national 
defence, and now hesitated to retrace their steps 
when prudence, policy, and duty demanded the 
retraction. It was said that when the crisis would 
come, the States would be ready to supply the Ge- 
neral Government with the means of defence— 
thatthey would make out means of relief. But, 
if this distribution act continues in force, will that 
crisis ever come? Will any insult provoke a de- 
claratian of warthat would virtually annul this 
act of bribery? No; the act declaring war never 
will be passed as long as this measure is in force. 
He did not wish for war. He wes as averse to it 
as any one; but let the necessity exist, which 
would arouse the most peaceably disposed, 
and still this act would be an_ iunsupe- 
rable impediment to a declaration of war. 


Convinced as he was of this, and of the necessity 
for its repeal, he asked that the bill now under 


committee of the friends of 
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i 
7 
| 
' 
| atmosphere was not entirely serene. 
| 
| 











consideration should receive due attention. He 
deprecated angry discussion on a subject of such 


|| deep and vital interest. He was aware that denun- 


ciatory language would fall unheeded on the ears 
of Sewators who had, in defiance of all argument 
and reascn, passed the act of Jast session. He 
felt that deliberate and cool consideration was de- 
manded——such as became Senators of a great 
country. During this session, great and vital ques- 
tions will have to be discussed, and it was his desire 
to sce them disenssed calmly and dispassionately. 
The events of the last twenty-four months would 
call up questions of great importance, connected 
with the relations of this country with other coun- 
tries. Let him be pointed ont, willing to go far- 
thest in support of the national honor, and he would 
be found ready to go as far as he who would go 
farthest. But what he said, this he was alse wil- 
ling to show by his own example, that he was ready 
to meet ali subjects of debate with calmness and 
cool deliberation. 

Mr. PIERCE would not enter into the discus- 


or another. As the committees were constituted, 
it was perhaps of little consequence. He rose 
chiefly to express his gratification, that thas early 
in the session, something kad been proposed in be- 
half of National detences, a matter so long 
neglected, while every section of the Union had 
been agitated and embroiled with contests for 
party supremacy. The proposition of his friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Linn] gave earnest of patri- 
otic, and at the same time prudent and judicious 
action upon one of the most important questions 
that could possibly claim the attention of the Re- 
public. Whether the means of defence was to be 
derived from the pub.ic lands or from any other 
source, it was aclear case thatthe country could 
not be left longer in its present condition. It had 
no adequate preparation from one extremity of the 
seaboard to the other to deiend itself against ag- 
gression. And let it be remembered that aggres- 
sion, if resolved upon at this day, with the appli- 
cation of steam to ocean navigation, and the im- 
provements in military science, must, in the nature 
of things,be sudden and tremendous. The argument 
that we were without means, would seem to be an- 
swered by the fact, as the bill shows, that we were 
distributing our means. Besides, the argument, if 
it were to be listened to, was one which should cre- 
ate profound alarm and excite public attention 


every where. Destitute of defences admitted on 


never be wrung from him. We should be guided 
by rigid economy in every thing. We should be 
even parsimonious iu every other branch of expen- 
diture, rather than remain thus exposed. It was one 
cf those cases where the people, whenever the neces- 
sity should be made clearly to appear would submit 
even to direct taxation without a murmur. When- 
ever you show them that you are not frittering away 
your means in improvident, impolitic and paltry 
distribulions, that you bave economised in all 
other matters, that you have exhausted your re- 
sources, and are yet destitute of the requisite 
means, they will cheerfully supply them, for this 
specific object. An appeal to them for means, 
whether in money or in muscles, to protect the soil 
and the honor of their country, would never be 
made in vain. Whatever sentiments might be 
entertained here, he believed that these were feel- 
ings which pervaded the mass of our countrymen 
through the whole length and breadth of the land. 
They were feeiings inspired alike by prudence and 
patriotism. 

He had no opinion to express on this occasion 
as to the probability or improbability of a war. 
li was enough for him that it might come. The 
The ele- 
menis, it was a’mitted, were somewhat in commo- 
tion, and it might burst upon us like a thunder 
storm ina midsummer’s day. 
would it find us? 

Wo gentleman could doubt, that in our present 
defenceless state, the cnly power from which at 
present we had any thing to apprehend, might and 
probably would destroy, laying aside all conside- 
rations of the loss of life and incalculable amount 
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of human suffering, more property in a single 
night—in a single city—than would be required to 
place ourselves in a condition of comparative pro- 
tection and security. It had been said by gentle- 
men distinguished in the naval as well as the land 
service, that we were not at this moment relatively 
better prepared for a conflict with Great Britain 
than we were at the commencement of the late 
war, near thirty years ago. The nation felt this 
to be a hazardous and shameful condition, in which 
it ought not to be permitted to remain. The most 
appropriate disposition of the bill, it struck him, 
was that indicated by the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina near him, [Mr. CaLsoun.| Let it gotoa 
select committee. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he did not rise to 
protract the discussion of the matter now before 
ihe Senate—the motion to refer the bill to repeal 
the Distribution act—but to express his sincere ue- 
sire that the Senate wou!d not allow itself to be 
drawn into a protracted discussion of that or any 
other general or exciting nature until Congress 
should have passed the act to apportion the repre- 
sentation among the States. There was neither 
reason nor excuse for delaying action on that sub- 
jec!; it was work which had to be done, andshould 
be done first and quickly, as many of the States 
would otherwise be compeiled to hold extra ses- 
sions at great and unnecessary expense. 

For Congres:, by inaction and indifference to the 
interests of the States, to inflict the ills of such 
burdens upon them, especially in their known con- 
dition of embarras:ment, would be the grossest in- 
justice. He had, therefore, embraced this occa- 
sion to call the attention of those who are more 
particularly charged with that subject, to 
the matter; and -to intimate to such as may be of 
like opinions with himself, the impolicy of con- 
suming too much lime in the discussion of other 
subjects which may with more propriety be post- 
poned. He should himself refrain from saying 
any thing in reference to the present question, cal- 
culated to protract discussion. He should merely 
remark that he considered the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was the proper conimittee to refer the 
billto. This is not merely a question of repeal. 
It also embraces & proposition iv apply the revenue 
derived from the public lands to the public defences 
of the country. And the latter being the main ob- 
ject, the Committee on Military Affairs, which had 
especial charge of the means of defence, was cer- 
tainly the proper committee to reter the bill to. Ii 
was not a question applicable to the duties of the 
Committee on Public Lands. It ought not to be 
referred to that committee. Not that he doubted 
the ability of those forming that committee, but 
that he conceived it came more immediately 
within the fanctions of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. It did not appear to him that the obser- 
vations of the Senator from South Carolina, in 
preference of a sclect committee, were material 
enough to alter his opinion as to the propriety of 
referring the matter to ihe Committee on Military 
Affairs. He supposed the object of the friends ot 
the bill was simply to obtain a vote for the purpose 
of testing the question. If so, it was almosta 
matter of indifference what committee mizht be 
named. If he must make a choice, he would cer- 
tainly prefer the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no particular disposition 
io protract the question of reference; but he under- 
stood his friend from Missouri to have no objec- 
tion to the reference of the bill toa select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LUNN explained that, although he did not 
at first allude at all to a select committee, he had 
no objection to that course, as his friends seemed 
to prefer it. 

Mr. CALHOUN would then at once move to 
refer the bill fo aselect committee, to be named by 
the Chair. The committees in charge of the de- 
fences of the country, could each furnish a mem- 
ber of the selec! commiltre, so that the whole sub- 
ject would be properly in charge of a competent 
committee. This would be better than charging 
any one of the standing commitiees with the sub- 
ject, as it might be doubtful if one whose attention 
was exclusively turned to asingle branch of de- 
fence, would fully appreciate other branches of 





defence. The select committee might consist of 
six or seven, to be selected as he had suggested, 
and named by the Chair. He felt naturally great 
solicitude on the subject of the repeal of the Dis- 
tribution act of Jast session, representing, as he 
did, a State which, by an aimost unanimous vote 
of its Legislature—95 to 6—had refused to accept 
any part of the funds to be derived from his ab- 
straction of one of the sources of general revenue. 
He was anxions that a bill to repeal a measire 
condemned with such unanimity by the Legisla- 
ture of his State, should have ail the advantages 
of a reference to with a view of ena- 
blirg them to present the subject to the country 
fairly. 

Mr. PRESTON said he was utterly averse to the 
reference of this subject to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, It was not germain to that commit- 
tee. It related tothe public lands and to the de- 
fences, and incidentally only was connected with 
military affairs. He was not sure that any re- 
ference was necessary. It presented an isolated 
question, familiar to the Senate from its recent ac- 
tion upon it, and he was ready to act upon it as 
soon as the Senator from Missouri should name a 
day. He could see no reason why the Senate 
should not act upon the bill without any reference. 
In regard to what had been said by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Pierce,] he was 
ready to second any efforts which could be carried 
into effect. We should remember, however, in 
our wish to gain physically more strength than we 
have, that we do not destroy that vigor necessary 
to sustain the internal strength of the country. 
Our Treasury presented a most extraordinary con- 
dition, and by the report before us, it might be seen 
that the deficit of the coming year woutd be four- 
teen millions, and that we should want more than 
we could get from commerce, from the public do- 
main, and from all the sources of revenue in cur 
reach. With all this, we should be compelled to 
borrow. To rega rd io the principle of distribu- 
tion, he regarded it as unwise. For one, he could 
not say tha! he had not changed his mind as to the 
policy of distribution. He believed it a measure 
which was adopted hastily, and without due con- 
sideration. In speaking of the necessity 
nomy, Mr. P. said he was satisfied that they should 
want all the proceeds of the public lands for the 
demands cf the Generai Government Every 
souree of revenue would be required. Unconsti- 
tutional he did not believe il; bui, being unwise, he 
agreed wiih his friend from Missouri, that the Se- 
nate should retrace its steps as soon as it conld. 
He believed it to be ihe indispensable duty of Con- 
gress first io build up a sound Treasury. It 
i portant that appropriations i, 
unless they could see where the money was to com 
from. Hle warmly denounced the extravagant re- 
cooimendations from the several departments, as 
totally at variance with a proper system of eco- 
nomy, especially in the present exhausted condi- 
tion of the Treasury. 

Mr. BUCHANAN addre 
lows: 

This, sir, isa very important question. Ttis a 
measure which will not only deeply affect the 
feelings of Senators, but of the whole community. 
My only desire, therefore, is that it shall goto 
such committee as will insure its impartial cons- 
deralion, at d give a fair re port on the s ubject to 
the country. Itis of little importance to contend 
that itshoald be referred to one standing commit- 
tee, orto another. That, sir, 
[I am in faver of a select 
goes to a Select committee, if Senators 
vreatly changed their mind, it teath, 
It a select comm be decided on, 1 have fall 
confidence in the hc norable Presidenv’s impartiality 
iv the selec ion { that he will ap- 
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Commitiee on Finance. I confe-s, sir, with the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] that 
Iam shocked at the condition of our finances, as 
reported by the Secretary of theTreasury. This 
seems strange, for our commerce 
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the revenue has gone beyond the estimates of the 
year; and yet, we are told in this report, that 
without any further expenditure than what our 
existing laws and policy require, we shall have a 
deficit in the Treasury for the next year, of four- 
teen millions, and some hundred and odd thousand 
dollars. And how's it proposed to meet this enor- 
mous defici!? Why, truly, the time of payment on the 
balance of the loan authorized Jast session is to be 
extended to eight years; that is,on six millions 
andahalf. We are to raise five millions more 
by Treasury notes; and the remainder of the deficit 
is to be raised by increased duties on our imports. 
That, sir, is our condition; and in this condition, 
withoutreferenee to the question of the distribution of 
the paltry proceeds of the public lands for the pre- 
sent year among the several States, we shall be 
called upon to furnish the Treasury with the means 
of meeting this deficit. Sir, the Committee on Fi- 
nance ought to take this subject up as a financial 
measure. They ought to see that there was an 
entire mistake made when they consented to give 
away any portion of the public property for the 
benefit of the States or any one else. IL agree es- 
sentially with the Senator from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Prevton,] if we are to have war—though I 
do not fear it—the very best foundation on which 
to rest our hopes—the very best means of nerving 
the national arm—is to have a sound condition of 
the Treasury. And in order to effect that, there is 
but one course, and thai course is economy; eco- 
nomy, not in oor professions, but in our practices. 
Lei us not spend one collar,uniess the interests of our 
country demard it. In what condition would we be 
placed if we were to go on at the proposed rate of 
expenditure another year? The Postmaster Gene- 
ral proposes that we shail increase our public debt 
eight millions of dollars, and that at the interest of 
five per cent. per annum, amounting to four hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Abd this to sustain the 
railroads of the country, and facilitate the trans- 
mission of the mail. Ihave not hac time to read 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy, but I un- 
derstand it is an able, nay, a splendid document. 
It proposes, I am told, to increase our navy to half 
the size of the British navy, without considering 
that the cost of our navy, man for man, and gun 
for gun, is probably double that of the Brit.sh 
navy. Thus, with a revenue deficient fourteen 
millions of dollars, we are indulging inthe most 
splendid prospects of glorious schemes. Sir, 1 am 
in favor of economy; but whilst ]am in favor of 
economy, I would not neglect the proper defences 
of the country—I wou!d not yield a particle of our 
ights to sny natiok on earth. But we must come 
down frem‘our bigh notions. When we are in 
such an encumbered and embarrassed condition, 
we ought to think of paying cfi our debts before 
we think of such splendid schemes. And if I were 
in favor of distribution—if I were in favor of it as 
a matier of public policy, to take from the revenue 
the proceeds of the public lands, it certainly would 
not be until after the payment of the public debt 
and after our finances shall be re-established. Sir, 
J am anxious that this bill should be referred to a 
select committee, and that such a committee may 
be appointed, as will make a report furnishing fail 
information to the country. 

Mr. LUNN app-ehended the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Pre-ron} did not properly ander- 
stand the main proposition of the bill, which was, 
to apply the proceeds of the public Jands to the 
defences of the country. The object in view was 
simply to refer the bill to the commiitee most com- 
peten! to take into consideration the necessity of 
defence and the means of accomplishing it. When, 
on a former occasion, he had heard Senators say 
ihat, by passing this Distribution act, the sub- 
ject would be set at rest for ever, he felt 
confident they were greatly mistaken, and that 
what they predicted, wonld not take place. 
Subsequent events had proved the correctness of 
this opinion. He believed the act to have been 
wholly unco:stitutional, besides being most unjust 
in its principles and probable operation. Believ- 
ing al! this, he had felt confident that the spirit of 
the citizens of this country never would counte- 
nance any measure so unconstitutional and unjust; 
and this confidence was fully sustained by late ma- 
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nifesiations of popular sentiment. But the imme- 
diate unconstitutionality and injustice of the mea- 
sure were not the only evils which attended it. By 
this very distribution, the whole of that jong agi- 
tated qnestion, which for some years had ceased to 
disturb the country, the tariff question, was 
opened up, and was now likely to rage 
with all its former fierceness. Could it be de- 
nied as a matter of fact that by taking the 
proceeds of the public Jands and dividing them 
among the several States, great injustice would 
be done to gome that did not want any 
assistance by the partial benefit bestowed upon 
others whose indebtedness, the e¢ mnsequence 
of improvidence, required assistance? On the 
other hand, wil! not every one admit the fact, that 
if the proceeds of the pubiie lands, instead of being 
thus distributed, had been applied last session to 
the defences of the , every man, woman 
and child in the community would have approv- 
ed of the measure? ‘The national defence is 
a matter in which all take a deep inierest. Such 
an appropriation of the public domain would be 
in conformity with the legitimate object for which 
it was given in trust to the General Government. 
It was a sacred trust, for the benefit of the whole 
country, and not for the partial wants of individual 
States. He could not help repeating, that great and 
manifest injustice had been done by this distribution 
to some of the States. It had been maintained by 
Senators on the other side, that if they did not 
vote for the distribution of the pablic lands, the new 
States would take possession of those within their 
own borders, and that the Sta'es would thus be de- 
prived of their just rights. He knew better than 
that. He knew at the time this was urged, that as 
far as truth was concerned, such assertions were 
nothing more than mere declamation. True, it 
had beencontended that if the General Govern- 
ment were to pursue an unjust, unequal, and un- 
constilutional course in regard to the public do- 
main, the new States would be compelled, in self- 
defence, to take their own couise. And he hoped 
that the spirit which had animated their forefa- 
thers, still survived, and would prevent any Ame- 
rican citizen from submitting to acts of tyranny 
and injustice, come from what quarter they might. 
The best evidence of the sincerity of his wish to 
appropriate the prcceecs of the public lands tor 
the benefit of the whole Union, was his proposi- 
tion to apply them to national defence. The best 








country 


testimony the new States could give of the 
same sincerity, was their votes through — their 


representatives in favor of his proposition, gene- 
rally approved of, and acquiesced in by their con- 
stituents. He would venture to say, there was not 
one Amican ci zn who would sanction any act 
of injustice on the part of the new States towards 
theold. Such an idea never was entertained by 
the large majority of the people of Missouri. 
Gentlemen must not hug to their bos ms the con- 
viction that they can any longer have that peg to 
hang their argumen!s upon. He was convinced 
that there was nota citizen in th ate of Mis- 
souri who would not now be satisfied with the 
propriation of the proceeds cf t 

the national defence. 






ap- 


ne public lands to 


But it had been contended that distribution would 
indirectly aid the States involved in the paymeni 
of their debts, and thereby preserve their honor aud 
plighted faith. And, sir, what a miserable pit- 
tance, What a paliry boon if amounts to—ihe enor- 
mows sum to each individual 
in the Republic, and which, not enriching them, 
makes us poor indeed. 

The States must, and will d for real relief 
from their burdens, upon their own preat rescurces, 
and upon their economy aad mdusiry. Firmly re- 
lying on these, as they sately may, they wil! pay 
every just debt incurred. Such liabilities will never 
be repudiated. The people wi'l separate the swin- 
dling from the bona fide transactions; but injastice 
never will be done to the innocent and honest cre- 
ditor. 

As there seemed to be a disposition on the part 
of his friends to refer the bill to a select commitee, 
he would acquiesce in that suggestion, and now 
alter his motion to thateficct. He, therefore, se- 


of six or eight cents 


nend 
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conded the motion of reference to a select com- 
mittee, 

Mr. KING thoueht this was a subject entitled 
to great and deliberate consideration. Many things 
had been introduced into discussion which might, 
perhaps, have been better omitted. He was 
happy, however, to hear the Senator from Sonih 
Carolina [Mr. Preston] express himself as he had 
lone in reference to the Distribution act of last 
es:ion. He was gratified at the frankness with 
which that Senator had come forward to declare his 
conviction that it was a hasty, inconsiderate. and im- 
provident measure. He (Mr. Kina) knew aithetime 
it was so. Circumstances had probably changed 
other Senators’ minds, but he had always consi- 
dered it an indisereet and improvident measure. 
Senators, no matter on what side, could no longer 
shut their eyexsto the fact, that great difficulties 
surrounded the question of the foreign relations of 
this country with oneof the greatest and most pow- 
ertul nations of the earth. They could not longer 
shut their eyes to the fact that itis time to look to 
the means by which the country could best meet 
whatever exigency might grow out of these diffi- 
culties. 

He believed that the time was fast approaching 
when Congress would be obliged to make definite 
appropriations in view of those diffizulties, and 
that, probsbly, in hearing of the roar of an enemy’s 
cannon. Whilst he was ready to repudiate the ex- 
travagant and splendid schemes of the Depart- 
ment, he was prepared to appropriate so far as 
was necessary to defend the honor, the rights, and 
interests of the country. He thought the signs of 
the times pointed out the necessity of preparation. 
Look to the condition of affairs on the African 
coast, and then let Senators ask themselves, do 
they believe any American citizen is prepared to 
submit to such outrages and destruction of pro- 
perty as were there practised with impunity by the 
minions of an arrogant and proud monarchy, un- 
jus'!y claiming dominion of the high seas. 

The distribution act was passed when those in 
the majority believed, probably, they would be sus- 
tained by the Siates. But he felt proud to say that 
the little State from which he came would not ac- 
cept this bounty from the Gene:al Government. 
They believed it beionged to General Government; 
was necessary for its defences: would save us from 
a high tariff, and therefore should not be received. 
He hoped the Senator would carry out the-views 
of the people, and repudiate the bill which they 
had repudiated. He had no doubt that the Sena- 
tors who voted for this bill, voted for it honestly, 
and in the belief that it would materially relieve 
the States. In referen e to the question of the de- 
fences of the country, he would not consent to vote 
for stinted appropriations beeause the finances 
were embarrassed. In the present aspect of affairs, 
when the nation was threatened, be was for making 
liberal appropriations for the common defence. 
By negiccting them, when the danger came, more 
might be lost in a single night than the expenditure 
of years. 

Mr. MANGUM did not design to go into all the 
extraneous matter referred to by gentleman on 
the other side, but he protested »gainst the position 
that it was unparliamentary to refer a bill to annul 
an actof arecent session to the friends of the act 
sought to be repealed. 

That policy and propriety had been gravely 
and deliberately considered but a faw months ago, 
and the act had been solemnly passed by decisive 


majorities. It would, then, he conceived, be 
contrary to all parliamentary rule, to recom- 
mit it to those direetly hostile to it. Though 


he did not presume to be learned ‘in parliamentary 
rules, this appeared to him to be a plain ease. The 
question woald be fairly considered when the mat- 
ter came regularly up in Committee of the Whole, 
and in the volte on the simple qvestion of re- 
peal. Butif it mus: go toacommittee, why not 
to the appropriate eommiitee, that on Public Lands? 
True, if that commiites con! nued of the same mind, 


and reported adversely, there would be an end of 


the matter, but if, on the other hand, it reported 
faborably, that alone would be the strongest possi- 
ble argument in favor of repeal. He was ready 
to accede to the Opposition extraordinary tact and 
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sazacity in seizing on-the earliest moment to in 
troduce this bill—a moment when the country 
was suffering under embarrassment at home 
and apprehensions of difficulties abroad. But, as 
at present advised, he should bold on to the Dis. 
tribution act, and would prefer getting out of dif- 
ficu'ties by other meaus than its repeal, trusting 
that the recuperative energies of the country would 
revive the sources ‘of revenue, and enable the Go- 
vernment to mect any crisis. He denied that the 
public jadgment had been pronounced against the 
Distribution act. He denied that there was such 
a prospect of war as to need any extraordi- 
nary appropriations. He did not believe 
it to be the policy of this country or of any 
foreign country to go to war. Their mn 
tual interests forbid it. He had no apprehensions 
ofa war. He knew that the present finaucial re- 
sources of the Treasury were noi suflitient for the 
Government, He knew that the proceeds of the 
public lands would all be wanted, however trivia! 
they might be; but they alone would not meet the 
deficit of the ensuing year, and how was the Trea- 
sury to meet that deficit? How, in addition to 
that, was it to meet anticipated expenditures for de. 
fence? He would tell gentlemen they should get 
over their exalted notions of visionary glory in 
feats of arms. It would be much better to Jet it 
be the effort of each branch of the Governmeni to 
to get back to that economy which had been de- 
parted from nine yearsago. It was with humility 
he felt bound to confess, that there was no mani- 
festation of willingness to get back to that economy 
in the appropriations of the extra session. It had 
been urged that the public measures were in the 
hand of the majority, and they alone were re- 
sponsible. If so, he hoped that majority would 
now make a successful effort to get back to the 
primitive economy of former times, 

It was true the revenue had diminished; true 
that it was insufficient to meet the public wants; 
but no one could mistake where the remedy lay. 
To taik of prosperity in this or any other country 
embarrassed by a deranged currency, was futile. 
Let the exchanges be adjusted, and it would be 
found that there is a recuperative principle in the 
country to surmount all difficulties. When the 
question of repeal came fairly before the Senate, 
he, for one, would be ready to meet it. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the simple ques- 
tion was, should the bill be submitted to a select 
committee? He conceived that was the first ques- 
tion inorder. The Chair would decide. He had 
no doubt that the rule was such as he had stated 
iito be. But he was wiliing to leave that ques- 
tion to the decision of the Chair, and he trusted 
the Chair would do its duty. Indeed he could not 
have anticipated any objection to his motion. The 
position of the Chair was such as to insure justice 
to those who wished to place this great measure 
of repeal fairly before the coantry. If entitled to 
the benefit of a parliamentary rule, so well esta- 
blished and so uniformly acted upon, he trusted 
the friends «f that measure would have it, 

Mr. LINN wonld remind the Senate that pro- 
bably this was the second time within the recollec- 
tion of those present that a proposition of this na- 
ture, to repeal an act of a previous session, came 
up aud was referred, as desired, to its fiiends. It 
seemed to him that the Senator from North Caro- 
lina was averse to the reference of this bill to any 
committee at all. 

Mr. MANGUM explaiced, that he did not deem 
its reference necessary to any committee, but the 
committee of the whole, in the usual way, because 
there were no details to be considered, the title of 
the bill alone embracing the whole matter. 

Mr. LINN took it for granted that the Senator 
was of opinion it ought rot to be referred to any 
committee at ail. In reply to the very pointed re- 
marks of the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
ManeuM,] tiiat there was no danger of war, he 
should first say, thatif such was tke fact, he was 
very glad io hear 15; but he had thought there was 
great and imminent danger of war, and no!with- 
standing the good authority of that Senator, he 
could not help so continuing to think still. Whether 
there was or was not danger of immediate war, 


| was not material to the question of reference. The 
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surest way of preventing war is to convince the 
world that we are ready to meet it, come when it 
may. 

Mr. KING had but a few words to add to what 
he had already said. The Senator from North 
Carolina told the Senate that he did not intimately 
understand the matier of reference, or the niceties 
of parliamentary rules on that point. The Sena- 
tor could, however, understand that it would net be 
common sense to submit the lamb to the tender 
mercies of the wolf. That weuld be any thing but 
just. What was the proposition made by the Se- 
nator from Missouri, and embodied in his bili? 
Simply to takej back the proceeds of one of the 
sources of general revenue from an obvious misap- 
plication, and give it again to the public Treasury 
for a more general, thou 
national defence. 


This proposition, if 
would enable the 


adopted, 
Government to 


make tme- 
ly preparation for the protection of the coun- 
try in any event that might occur. He 
should appeal to the Senate, and _parti- 


cularly to ihose gentlemen who had voted for the 
distribution, to say in all candor whether this fund 
ought not to be restored to the Treasury in view of 
the obvious necessity for national defence. He 
was perfectly willing that the whole subject should 
go to acommittee composed of members of stand- 
ing commitiees charged with the protection of the 
country—those charged with the military, the 
naval, and the financial resources of the Govern- 
ment. He asked them now in the face of the 
country, whether that course was not demanded by 
the present crisis. 

It was told to the Senate that an enormous defi- 
cit would take place during the ensuing year, and 
that a proper economy was cajled for. But, was it 
to be understood that neglect of duty was economy? 
He, for one, was in favor of such economy as, 
by timely and vigorous efforts, would save the 
country from the necessity of future appropriations 
of millions. For these reasons, and to place a le- 
gitimate fund at the disposal of Government for 
the definite object of defence, he was in 
fovor of this bill and of its reference to a select 
commitiee, which might be compose! as suggested. 
And if he differed from the honorable gentlemen 
on the other side, he still hoped that, in the true 
spirit which should ever characterize American 
statesmen, and Senators of this Union, they would 
have the magbanimity to come forward, and 
frankly acknowledging theerror into which they 
had fallen, vote with him and his friends in favor 
of the repeal of the improvident act of distributien. 

The country was not disposed to go to war un- 
provoked or unnecessarily. The people of this 
Union, from habits, pursuits, and personal inte- 
rests, were disposed to peace. But there is a spirit 
in the country which soars above all personal con- 
siderations, and that spirit never would submit to 
national dishonor or disgrace; and in that spirit 
the country calls upon its national representatives 
to place them in a condition that they cannot be 
insulted or attacked while uaprepared to repel their 
aggressors. 

°Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MANGUM said he was very slightly ac- 
quainted with the rules of Parliament. He would 
not discuss that matter with the Senator from Ala- 
bama any more than he would discourse of war in 
the presence of Hannibal. But st.Jl he would take 
the Senator’s own illustration, to which he [Mr. 
Manevw] gave his full assent, that the lamb ought 
not to be commiited to the tender mercies of the 
wolf, and for that very reason be was averse to 
committing the 
repeal. 

Mr. BARROW was not disposed to detain the 
Senate more thana few moments. It seemed to 
him that on principles of common sense and com- 
mon justice, the subj-cit of repeal ought to be re: 
ferred to a specia! committee, favereble to that ob- 
ject. He wished that those ‘ealling themseves the 
Democratic party might bave a full opportunity of 
reporting their views on the subject, so that they 
could be met in open discussion on the points they 
laid most stress upon. ‘This question of distribu- 
tion was not, he thought, properly argued at the 
special session of Congress. The majority then 


gh definite object—that of 


distribution act to the friends of 
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had been so desirous of terminating the discussion 
by a day certain, that they had net discussed it; 
and the consequence was that erroneous informa- 
ticn had gone forth to the country. At the special 
session there was doubt in his own mind as to the 
time in which this bill should go into operation; 
but, upon a careful review of what has been done 
since Congress adjourned, he believed Congress 
had acted wisely. He should therefore vote sgainst 
repeal, and he wat ited no better argument to sus- 
tain his own side ¢ of the question than just such an 
argument as W toatl be found in a report of the op 
ponents of the distribution principle. He would 
give the Democratic party the committee, and the 
ower to make their report. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed tha! 
granted there would be no opposition to the retc- 
rence of the bill tosome committee. 
mentous subject, inv ving grave ma! 
policy, and the legislation «f sovereign States, 
The question was, should a measure of such im- 
portance be referred to a committee competent to 
cover the whole ground, or to one limited in its 
functions, and confined in ils views tp a 
branch of the subject. It should be reeollecied 
that it was, in detat!, not mereiy a question of* re- 
peal, which was only a preliminary step to reach 
the principal object, the application of the funds. 
Both were expressly ine!uded in the bill. The lat- 
ter was a proposition of the utmost national im- 
portance, nore g the great defences of the 
country. It would tend to place the matter in its 
true light, by supposing, for argument, a 
ment, that it was to be referred to the 
mittee on Public Lands) Was that the pro- 
per committee to consider a question of na- 
tional defence, finance, or mannfactures, al! 
of which were more or less involved? That com- 
niittee had no concern with such questions. But 
suppose, again, that the proposition was, to refer it 
to the Committee on Finance. He admitted the 
propriety, in part, of that proposition. It would 
not, however, be contended that the Committee oa 
Finance was the proper one to consider a question 
of military defence. Was it conversant with all the 
details properly coming under the duties of the 
Committee on either Military or Naval Affairs? 
Suppose, again. the reference was to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, would it be contended that 
this Committee was equally conversant with the 
duties ef the Military Committee or the Finance 
Committee? And was not the question of national 
defence equally inapplicable to all of ihese commit- 
tees singly? 

After the melancholy state of things presented in 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, is it 
not reasonable to suppose 


he toek it for 


it was & mo- 
ters of public 


single 


mo- 


Com- 


the Committee cn 
Finance will be most deeply interested, in view 
of the avowal that there will he a deficit 
in the ensuing fiscal year of upwards of feurteen 
millions? Is not the Committee on Manufactures 
also collaterally interested, as the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury proposes material'y to al- 
ter the present tariff? Was not the Committee on 
Agriculture, and also the Committee on Cominerce, 
interested? 

The repeal of the Distribution act would, to the 
extent of the fund restored to the Treasury, pre- 
vent the agitation of the tariff question, 
cultare from new burdens, 
further trammels, and tend to preserve that balance 
of in sustained by all those committees. It 
would not only do this, but it would produce har- 
mony by setting at rest the question of the consii- 
tutionality and propriety of the Distribution act. 
As the question of iis policy goes farther and 
spreads wider than the interests in charge of any of 
those committees, it deserves a special reference 
andexamination. It is a measure which affects 
not only the public Treasury immediately, but the 
financial power of raising a loan hereafter, in 
the event of its necessity, as contemplated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. The return and 
availnbility of the national domain to the Genera! 
Government, wou'd be a pledge to the public cre- 
ditor for the interest of any loan advanced. There 
would be something tangible to bérrow upon— 
someihing to sustain the Treasury in its promise to 
pay the annual interest and the loan itself, eventu- 


shield agri- 
save commerce from 


terests 
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“alty, when due. It would likewise : sustain the cre- 
dit of the Treasury notes proposed to be issued for 
the present wants of the Government. But it goes 
even beyond all this. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee On Miiitary Affairs has very properly and 
very eloquently said, that something more than 
fortifications or physica! force is required for na- 
tional defence—that moral force is no less neces- 
sary. To this, he (Mr. Woopsury) fully assented. 
But this moral joree cannot be concentrated 
and rendered available :f the legitimate means 





which war has to rely upon for its en- 
ergy and efficacy be abstracted from the 
Government, and misapplied. Let the Distribu- 


tion act be repealed, and let the source of revenue 
from public lands be appropriated as proposed in 
this repeal bill, and it will show to foreign coun- 
tries that this Government has something definite 
and tangible to bear the expense of any war in 
which itcan be involved. Let war, then, come 
or be protracted how it may, there is an inexhaustible 
public domain to live upon and yield income,even 
if foreign commerce become suspended. The an- 
nual income from this source of revenue, would; 
by itself, pay the interest on a loan of fifty millions, 
if necessory. Without that resource, such a loan 
never could be effected, unless at a ruinous sacri- 
fice. A foreign nation, before war, or during war, 
would be more reluctant to be involved in hosti- 
lities with a country possessed of such resources, 
and wisely husbanding them by prudence and eco- 
nomy, thanif surrounded by thousands of forts, 
and neither revenue nor credit. 

The naval force of this country at home, as well 
as abread, with such means and such credit to 
sustain it, is worth more than bayonets for protec- 
tion from insult or aggression, if having only, be 
sides them, a reckless character and waste of every 
public resource. 


He trusted he had said enough to convince the 
Senate that there could be no propriety in referring 
this bill to the Commitee on Publie Lands, or any 
other commitiee, singly, which had been named of 
the standing commitiees. There could be none so 
proper as a “select committee, comprised of a choice 
frem the sianding committees in charge of the 
leading enterests of the country; and in making 
this selection, he trusted and believed a due regard 
would be paid to the well-established parliamentary 
rule, that a majority at Jeast, not hostile to the pro- 
position, should be placed upon it. 


On the subjectof commercial prosperity, infer« 
red from the rumored statements of exports and 
imports for 1841, and that therefore there would 
be no need of the public lands, he would say one 
word. He apprehended his friend from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Bucaanan,} had taken up a wrong 
impression from uhauthor zed statements going the 
rounds of the newspapers, on that subject. He 
did not know on what authority suchjstatements 
rested; but he had reason to believe they were en- 
tirely erroneous. Ele was surprised to see nothing 
in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
this vital subject. He knew nothing from other 
sources to induce him to believe that the exports, 
much, if any, exceeded the imports. It was, how- 
ever, a point which cou'd not be known with any 
thing like accuracy, till the returns to the 30th of 
September, 1841, were mace up: nor did the Se- 
eretary of the T reasury ¢ ive the general heads of 
the estimates, as is usual, for the great branches of 
the public service. The Secretary cf the Navy, 
indeed, had made one estimate for his 
Department of nearly eight and a_ half 
millions instead of five and a half or three-fourths 
last year. This is an increase in asingle year, in 
a single Depariment, of near fifty percent. He 
(Mr. W.) wonld go as far for the Navy as any 
one cought togo; but he was willingto retrench— 
anxious to retrench—-wherever and whenever the 
public interests warranted. 





Gentlemen must begin to diminish expenses, as 
promised, rather than seek to increase loans and 
debts, and taxes. Ife was willing to go as far as 
the Senator from North Carolina, or any other Se- 
nator, for sound and judicious economy ; and he 
would verify this in deeds, and co-operate with 
him most heartily in carrying into effect the decla- 
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rations he had been so happy to-day to hear com- 
ing from that distinguished quarter. 

Mr. RIVES thought there wasno sort of pro- 
priety in referring the bill at all, and could find no- 
thing in the Parliamentary Manual which required 
a reference. The rule, according to Jefferson’ 
Manual, would require teat et committee 
should be composed 
of distribution. 


ine Sele 


else could be done mmit- 
mént would be to get a select committee to makea 
report favorable to the questionef repeal. Mr. R 
denied also the truth of the remarx laid down by 


the Senator from Alabama, 


had been 


inal the public judg- 


ment given against thi measure. 
He saw ro evivence of the fact in the recent 
elections, and if that Senator could convince him 
that what he said was true, he would retrace 
his steps. His mind was unbiased upon this mat 
ter, and open to conviction. The only position fa- 
vorable to a fair and candid @iseussion was to di 


cuss it in committee of the who! 

In regard to the report ot 
Treasury which had been alluded to ina 
to create a panic in the public mind, 
that exaggerated notions had ivanced. This 
$14,000,000 grew out of the issues of 
the Treasury notes authorized by the Jate Admini- 
stration, and the innbility of t Department 
negotiate the loan authorized at cial 
of Congress. 

Mr. ARCHER and 
spoke very briefly, took 
case, and only 
either of the standing commitiees, but to a select 
committee, or to any committee whatever. After 
which 

The question being on the motion of 
HOUN to commit the bill to a se 


the Secretary of the 
manner 
he thought 
been a 
de 


hicieucy 





to 


ine | 


Sec on 


Mr. 


he 


PRENTISS, 


of 


who 
tne 


Sam 1ew 


opposed not the 





ct comniiltee 


, 
he demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered 

After a few remarks by Mr. RIVES, who 


wished to divide the question so as to have a yo'e 

on the simple question of ce 
nn : 
The question was then taken on 

Mr. Catnoun, to refer th 

tee, and resulted as follow 


NAYS—Maessrs. Allen. 


mmitment, 


the motion of 


bill to a select commit- 














chanan, Calhoun, Fa!ion, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, and Wright—17. 

YEAS—Mess.». Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huni- 
ington, Ker, Manguin, Merrick, Miiler, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Pret Te 1, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Sinith ef Indiana hard, White, ar 
W oodbridge— 24 

.Mr. KiNG then move: t er it to the Com- 
miuitee o Miliary Affair é liemanded ihe yeas 
and nays 01 al motion, e ordered 

Mr. RIVES moved to r bre restion, soa 
have the yote firston the motion to comm! The 
question was taken on the motion tocomm.t, and 
resulted in the negative as follow 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha 
nan, Calhonn, Fulton, King, Lim icRoberts, 


9g nn, | 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tanpan, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, and Wright—17, 
NAYS—Messtrs. Archer, Bate 
at Ciayton, I 











rien, Choate, , Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Hantington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Pheips, Porter, Prenti : 
Simmons, Smith cf Indsana, } e, 
and Woodbridge—25 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bi!l was then made 
ithe order of the day for Tuesday three wee 

fter the introdnctic { several | 
The Senate adjourn 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV! 
I y, D 
The Jour V ; ‘ 
POSTAGI 

Mr. BRIGGS ask offer f ving 1 t 

Resolved, That the ¢ jute Post O and P 
Roads be instr {toinquire I pedi y i 
ne the frank pri 4 N y exis 7 V { 
the rates of letter pestage, regulating 1 equalizi pos 
age on newspayjrers a! pamphlets, and also of fixing 


riff of postages in Federal rency 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON urht that 
ter proceed with the regular businesa, 
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Phe SPEAKER said that the resolution, if objected to, could | would throw open our ports to the manufactures of all! 
t he eived } worl 1, while, at the same time, our own products were carefully 7 
ion was not received } and systematically excl 1 from admission abroad. And or 5 
Mi. GOODE of O| he report of See this topic, he adverted to the duties levied on American tobacco 
Crea f i in Oh } Which he characterized as openly insulting to the Governmer 
' , ' ion of tk andl people of this country. With many expres of di 
Ww ref i he Commivee on the Pul gust and indignation, Mr. 8. here went into some »show 
the actual state of things on this subject, as fixed t reveni 
FERENCE OP THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE iws vi different my ong he pa 
i gumed the ration of the follow branch ‘eeded on the enor ich a tr e from tl 
heretof red by Mr. I ) agriculturists o the exhausted is! ‘ 
i Tha m h they rf ¢ ol Preside ries of e aris the « Wor It w 
¢ rif be referre yt Commi cond { whicl iid | i 
’ mit without dishenor Ar here tor casion to do iusti 
tion Mr. ATHERT had heret re move to alate Administratis which ha rt, t i ’ 
y t e wor ( i n Mar lialion a remoustr LO ¢t grea 
ferred to, and quoted, communicatio ve n, 
ing the ame ' | late envoy to Great Britain; from which it app int 
LLERS, vy i ne yt rday ith I ply his remo t 1] representation mini 
iH W ‘ idere as ¢ ed } r. rose trv ¢ tnot but admi Injustice id } 
the Ho t lestl of referer ivo impolicy of the case; but pleade licate and | 
1 refer ‘ 1 e Presice me zardous nature of the task, especially positior 
increase duue » Committee t! unt of attempting a redu That Th \ 
1 maxin of that Gevernimnent seeme ut he dying mis 
y pref ry remarks deprecatory ef the expecta to bis son My svn, get money; it you can; but, my 
y set speech, Mr. S. expressed his surprise iton a son, get ’ . 
juestion of reference between two standing committees Mr. &. adverted to the doctrine of the advocate 
House eentire policy of a rotective tal should free trade. hey saw and were compelled to admit the fla 
en drawn into discussion, and an effurt made to contr grant injustice and injury thus done to us by other Gover: 
{members by their general views for or agai such ments, yet they could not give up their darling maxims> th 
Ror | elf, he should be governed in his vote no theory must be carried out at all hazards and at every expenss 
yuesti f the constitutionality or expedien Hlowever others served us, we must throw open our arms 
irifl protection, but simply by the nature of the |} the whole world, and proclaim to all nations, ‘send us all y 
respectively o the wo Cc mittees } cama raise we wWlil re V it tree i | burder erve u 
The Committee ¢ Manufactures had originally meanwhile as you like For the sake of the pride ofan ab 
ised the consideration of the question of protective surd and extrayaga ystem, they were willing to havei 
ar e whole subject of the tariff had always been re- cted the most cruel oppression on a large class of their fellow 
committee, and never tothe Committe of Way citizens He hoped the House would be governed by ) 
He was indisposed to depart fiom the established wild theories, but would take the proper means to putan end t 
of tl House. Mr. 3S. said that although a tarit a state ofthings which was degrading and disgraceful to our 
1 f imately belong to this simple question or f country 
ntlemen had succeeded in eliciting, to some ex- Mr. S. here adverted tothe desir profes eu y Mr. Sr I 
EXPressior pinion in different quarters of the House, in his speech of Monday, to have protection extended alike to 
t disposed to conceal what were his sentiments in re all the industry of the country, whether free labor or slave 
Some gentlemen had taken the ground that even labor. He trusted the gentlemen and his friends would n 
lomnestic industry was unconstitutior “keep the promise tothe ear and break it to the hope Ie 
rm statesmen had held and ably defended trusted wben the law cameto be framed thatthey would not 
site sentiment. And it was absurdto maintain that t turn about, and, having their own interests protected, give the 
ime was so powerless, so utterly nerveless and ineffi go-by to every other section ofthe Union. If they acted lik 
as to be unable t tend protection to the industry of its true men, he would go with them to the last; but he should re 
i He declined going into the constitutional argu- serve himself tosee what their course would be He never 
put insisted that, on a mere view ofexdedie cy, no peri d would consent to pr Lect One interest of the country, and leave 
ever be ) favorable as the present to reculate and place another, which far more needed protection, wholly unprovided 
rmanent basis the protective policy of this country It for. Gentlemen need not expect this Hle never would do it 
w be done with less of collision and difficulty than inany Must Rhode Island have her cotton goods protectea, and Ver- 
riod. Our Treasury wasempty;the Government was com- mont her sheep, and Pennsylvania her iron, and every State i 
lable necessity to devise a svsiem of taxati the Union be attended to, and the tobacco of Maryland be passed 
y the deficiency in the revenue, and it might with com by? Hetrustednot. Ifthat was we policy of gentlemen i 
- ease be now so arranged that while the direct purpose could not be known too soon. — ; 
was secured, incidental protection might at th Mr. Goong, of Ohio, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
i ledto such interests led j Mr. 8 reported that that committee had examined the bill making ap 
h is was the idea intend he President in propriations in part for the civildepartment forthe year 1842 
message which relate and had found the same to be correct Whereupon the bi 
and ievin p received the signature of the Speaker. ] 
e recommenda is conclusive i Mr. LINN, of New York, would not stop to inquire whether 
t the Executive ha atti could this debate on the general polley ta protective tariff did, or 
, did not, legitimately connect itself with the simpie question’as 
Mr. S. went in ym ere comments on the adver to which committee of the House should have charge ofa cer 
fi ule 1 a “horiz al’ tariff. So faras |! tain clause in the Executive Message. ‘The ha ig it 1 1} 
{ el man from South Carolina, and skirts of so narrow a question seemed t result of that poli 
\ i ca u rine y iintained that ht cal cunning which is the wisdom of ss; but, since 1 
lati \ ird n ) ; tionally b commenced, he hoped i weuld | 
é ion: a more absu position he ‘he propositions advanced both by the Is and by 
rdadva 1 Car mut the princi; and im L opponents of a protective tariff were 5} W 1 
ru wi wy discris tie t bear examinatio Theie were errors r extrem 
ix that wou erly prostrate anc ray sor rce On the ide were the yocites of 1 a 
would leave others scarce at all affects termed a high protective tarifi, and on the other were the 
' ven’a boasted principle would, i it who insisted that duties could be Jaid fur revenue, and nothir 
very b eat ysoO much dreaded, a_ protective but revenue. For want of having the termsemployed on either 
, e more distinctly defined, much confusion of ideas sued, 
~ rected hi iitack unst what is called “the d much mistaken reasoning; besid il views and 
i eory 2 theory Which first made its appearance feelings were permitted larsery to interlere The tarifl 
H the shape of an illus ratioe, bv Mr McDuffie juestion Was led ratheras a local than as a national ni 
intitarml echeme of South Carolina, viz: that the cer 
I ports were the payers of the whole duty on high tarifl party were understood by their opponents as 
l'his ma contained the substance the whole advocating atarifl laid for protection simply, independent of 
Mr. &. 1 rt in fact, and jf ven against and at the expense of revenue 
{ va oO upset the |! pase vocate the protection of the interest 
erstructure y prove f ry in Opposition to those of anothet 
y ya the posi is lijury—the uring industry of the 
V d rine were tf , then it must yw tha expense of the great staples ef j proat ! 
Carolina, Georgia, A ama, Mississippi, and a few Mr. L. admi would be in opposition to the 
ir Southern States. paid one-halt of the Co itution, and against the whole ni 
lla th United States, bec hey ¥ ir Govetnt t 
‘ rv: and then it would ler side, i as Maintained th ilies ¢ ! 
ys consumed f view whatever ) 
? yt true i d the maxim that wl - 
med re of them than ¢ ) venue ceas and 1 the opin 
etomary to gi hese xuries v duties wer init 
But he w icarry the pro till further: if sord and as obje al 
vere tr é 7th Car ess) D { questi a Liat “ 110 
M via su th vh ' i Pex le vy. ye re ed j at 0 j\ 
. Strate to his certai " t ) e ¢ i If protection « 1 be shown tot 
he believe city B ea rictly constitutional, none 1 with any show of reas 
} le State j ay. and ret to int i And w it seriously he » be ur i 
I i e wh f South ¢ ip ) tional to protect ur own Governni ur OW I : 
A ) mai l t " ve vas | he ny e stry ft ks of forel G ernr nis ve! 
is fa n rity heme. Mr.8 yuntervailing duties? If 8 Was agains e Consiitut 
" \ , j he notio 1 tity V unconstitu yerect a fort o1 id an ar a 
It f 4 ’ ! Wwe t ) tt I out ) v i W ly } vy the 
st tl ious compe t foreigner s the ‘cor 0 nee”? would never W tt 
America iid cor » bea his bosom, | nay not protect our OW ustry lest w at 
vit {to so rev idoctrine. He trusted i on lon, let eve r fol 1 the ground, and 
nrod at skill and industry multiplied a thou out all the lightsofthe mariner ala 
1 furnishing materials for a commerce which which implied such 1 isI r ¢ 
1 With its sails every sea, and spread itself to the uuon of the Constitutio 
mits ofthe world. To witne ch aresnit, ¢ rue The ultra partisans on each sie! vield ething, ar | 
was to cast a shield over the industry nrown | consent to take some m cround; if 1 the commor 
he Government could do; this it was bound to do | seme of the people would before long do it for them " 
S, here adverted to the absurdity of the } 


Mr 


icy which {| high tariff gentlemen must content themselves with merely 








fp apitccataeedepemiadasindaatcagns 
th 


jiscriminating duties, and the hair splitting theorists of the 
South must consent that a tariff for revenue might be so shaped 
13 INCcidentaily to answer the purpose of protection. These 
entiemen insisted on a genera! principle, specious in appear- 

ce, Dut unsound In its pracucal ,application: they contended 
ral, Where protecuon began, revenue must end. Asan ilus 
iti0n, tare the ureof iron Suppose the country to 


lent On IM portation for Ms supply, and suppese It to 
necessary fort! 





manulact 








e wants of the Goveriment to ratse $50,000 

Congress lays a tax on foreign tron whieh will amount to 
W000. Foreign inanufacturers cannot stand this—no iron 
mes in, and of course no duly iscollected. Very ue. But 


he rule Was toobroad. 7 
which in Ils prac yperauion would } 
nd not destroy revenue. 

If gendemen had put th 


hibition comn 


here Wasa protection short of this, 


real ¢ nmiplros 


Crease Cons 
ir maxim in these words, “where 
revenue ceases,’ they would have 
rauon would tumble their 
und. The jast and proper 
would be ted by discri- 
protection had ever been 
ed legitimate; it had ever been in practice in this Go- 
Verhniment, ai 
Phe only que 


hould be 


: 1ences 
but that alte 
specious theory to the gr 
protecuen of Our home industry 
duties. This mode of 


Ken the truth; 
whole 





lin all other civilized Governments of the world 
tion was, how fax discriminating duties 
carried?) What foreign articles should we exclude? 
limits shall we assign tu them? What domestic pro 
lucts should we cherish and foster?) Where should we begin, 
ind where should When this view of the matter 
ould be taken, light would quickly break in, and the task of 
ation iuively easy. Mr. L. was the 
ate Of @ protective tariff, but he wanted some sensible 
lng totl term; he wanted such protecuon as coul 


1d; he was mM sense 1) legislation. 


these 


Wha 


we end? 








ia become Compre 


] be 





lor Coming 





- 


» here observed that he was not unaware that there was 
\ tteral question, which was apt to interpose itself, and 
Which operated ag impediment to fair debate. It was that 


which drew the line between North and South; which 


per 


erted the ju veel ut by mixing up local prejudices with what 
meht lo be ke Wholly distinct from them; which went to 
guide the decisions of a statesman and a Jezislator by chain 
ind Compass, ant ake him pursue the geogrra 
hical jines. Inthe views Mr. L. took 





sublect 
diated all such consideraticn 


i by general and nati 





he repu ny Wa 


alone. He went for the 
number. Tie | 

iat iegisiation In which each law-maker looked only t 

!and his own immediate region of country. He did 


fuide 





nal views 


reatest good of the greatest Was opposed to 


ims 





not like to intermeddle with the interests and feelings of the 
South. -lt was not a desirable distinction of the labor of our 
runtry, Into “free ” 1 “stave labor.’ He desised to 
hear nosuch distinc entlemen insisted on makise 
if this discrimin col upon the House, then 
Mr. I ever coull « sent so } tu } 


ine ivery a lo 
aslaveon a par with that of the freeman. If 
stion was forced on him, he must go tor the free; if he 
id not stand on neutral ground, where he desired to stand, 
then, upon general principles, he must give the preference to 
the free labor of the North. It was against reason, against the 
ure Of things, loexpect that the slave was to be place d upon 
coung of the freeman, whose labor was expended in tilling 
soil. Did gentlemen « xpe ct such a man was by law to 
ito the le vel of aslave? Did gentlemen think by any 
islation to effect a result like this?) Could they imagine that 
the freemen of the North would ever submit to be put ona 
par with those who, in consideration of law, were the owners of 
he soul of a man? 
Mr. STANLY here interposed and called Mr. Linn to order. 
Mr. WISE hoped there would be no interruption of the free- 
lom of debate. 
Mr.STANLY. There shall be, if such language persisted 
in, Whatever may become of any hopes to the contrary. 
Mi. RHETT wanted to inquire what Southern man had ever 
eon tende d, on that floor, for the doctrine attributed to Southern 


emen by the gentleman from New York? Who had ever 
such an issue as he stated? 


[ 
put th labor ot 


he que 














ae 


Mr. LINN replied, that he had not charged Southern gentle- 
men with actually asserting this; but it was to this that their 
principles led. But he hade *xpressly stated that this question 
of North an lave and of free Jabor, wasa collateral 
quesuon, not pertaining to the debate; and his object had been 

, ow that the true question might be debated without touch- 

za atall, and that it ought to be wholly avoided. He pro. 

sted agaiust any geographical consideration of the tariff. He 
trusted the subject would be looked at in its important connec- 
tion wit i the interests of our national industry, both at home 
and abroad. ; 

Mr. L » aiverted to the effect of a pr per ar ljustme nt of 
he tarif Tas likely to do more toward the regulation of the cur- 
veacy and the exchanges ot the country, to prevent ruinous 
luciuauons, and check extravagant speculations, than all the 
tiscal agencies that ever could be devised. He would not dwell 
on our distresses; he would not republish to the world the shame 
of his country: however blind the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina{Mr. Ruerr] might affect to be to it, it was written on her 
forehead as plainly asever was the mark of Cain, ina ruined 

ide, an Insoivent Treasury, and a violated and prostrat 
country must change her policy; it 
1 al the expense o slave labor, 1 tha 
ivolded. We must, by enlightened, 
waning health of the bec 


+ Houe had bee 





1 South, of 














x“ pub- 





must Le 


f her uld not be 






liberal 





tilon, restore the 





‘nt Was to 














L test questio: Ifthe clause in ssuge In 
ition to the increase of duties wa ymimittee 
Waysa Means, then the nation was to understand that no 
pro ive tari! was to be looked for. This was an ingenious 
| ip, set lor catchir } ! feather. | 
W yeatch the Northern cause it Was 
or might be the interests and wishes of their 1 
f its, they never would | ié to resist the po- 
tut to them. a was calculated no less 
wig j his same trap would eatch the Whigs of the 
South, who would peck at the same bait. What amotiey pha- 
inx would be presented when the trap was e mptied; a proces 


which ¢ 


that 


une forth from the 


ark—“every bird of 
the doubts 


every sort?—led gentleman from. New 
ifampshire, [Mr. ATHERT aa whose Own State was so dee ply 

interested in anti-tarifl doctrines, and brought up in the rear by 

the great and distinguished champion of nullification, [Mr. 
Ruett.] But he hoped the Southern Whigs would not be gulled 
y so grossa device. He trusted they would see— 





ible 
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‘*°'T were mad idolatry | 
To make the service greater than the God,”’ 

If they were taken in by these political trappers, they would 
find that, as secon as their new friends got their own end : 
complished, they wou urn tall and desert them y 
would then retura tothe wishes and interests of their own 
constituents, and leave their ene allies to shifthow they 





Meanwhile, he invited the souther 
rwhich would not subserve the 
mote the true interests of their country 


Mr. R AY NI R discla 4imed any intention of 


rn Whigs proper to 


I 


nothir Constitution, and pre | 


traveill out of 





imple question betore the House to discuss the | 
juesti was One of reference, and It would be | 
Whoily lmmaterlal were Il not a test Question to ascerta.n tl 


1 tarifl 
Linn] might affect t 





feeling and purpose of that House as to 


h The gentle 
man from New York [Mr u 











of its Za test tion, yet such it must be. It w 
irely a test quest Else, how did it hap \ ta hi j 
vei nen who had advocated a reference to tt Committee 
Manufactures, and approved and advocated a pro'ective | 
tarifl, nade an issue between the North and the South, a | 
lugged the subject of slavery into the debate, uninvited by | 
: } “ ' - ' . : 1 
atiy Southern man? He hoped not to hear on this occasio 


ated that Southern gentlemen invited | 
House a comparison of the merits of free 

ould not be said now. The South stcod 
on the vantage ground this time of the party attacked: and, 
finding himself in that position, he should hurl back the mis 
siles with which he was assailed, and try to give 


the insolent charge rey 
and pressed on the 
and slave labor. That 


them aug 





mented fo It mattered little to what committee 
of the m ce should be sent, or what migh 
be made upon it. ‘The House was not They 
would not be obliged to approve of the report. The country 
looked that the permanent future | 

regard to the tat 
( al 
question as an indicat. 


Ifthe 


to meet 





sort ol areport 
comunitter 
1 





i of what mi 
luties 





be expected 


i On Import 


woposed increase of 3 was to be strictly 
Treasury, growing out of a deti- 
said he was willing to go 
the compromise act, and lay a 
duty of 20 per cent. Dut he would increase it to 30, to 40. or to 
100 per cent. if the honor and the actual wants of the country 
should require it. He w vuld stop at 20 
dition that more Was not needed for an economical adminis- 
tration of the Government. What an economical 


tion of the Guvernment was, every 


cies of the 
cit ia the revenue, thea Mr. R. 


mere'y to the utmost !imits ol 


ao e exiget 


per cent. ¢ ly on con- 








administra- 


man must decide for him- 


sett 


Butif th 


procechion ol 


€ increase of the tari) was intended solely for i 
domestic manufactures, then he was utterly 


And he warned gentiemen 


posed to any such measure. 








however much his warning might be di perl 

laughed at by ‘lemen who were determined to to i 
plan atall hazards, that the act would be resisted in its tuce 
tion, in its pregress, and in its consummation. He did not utter 





this in a vain gasconade—in fact he 
here inthe Rombastes Furi it he felt 
of speaking above his breath—he spoke it in al! 
ness There wasa large section of tha country that mt 
injured bysuch a proceeding: and they never would c 
that the taxing power of this Government should protect « 
portion of the Confederacy @t the expense of another. — 
constituents were 1 to manufactures: they had no 
riminate manufactures: far, very far 


had heard so much s} 





atraid 
truth and sober 


»! } t 
so style aimos 











not epposet 


1 st 
desire to disc as against 


from it: on the cont jary, he felt that it was a matter of prid 
and pleasure to every American patriot to behold them pros} 





he could not consent they 
And his 


as soon as the 


flourishing. But 
flourish at the expense of his own people 
was, that he was 1n the belief that, 
(empted to protect one interest, it would necessarily come in 
ision with some other. 
Should this part of the 
Manufactures, he t ould re ceive it, and he be ae the cou ry 
generally woul as evidenre of a wish on the part of 
a majority of this Ilouse to protect the Northern manuta 
turers. If it could not go to the fiscal committee of the House, 
why not send it, as well, to the Committee on Comme: 
whose peculiar province it was to foster the interests of com 
merce? Why notto the Committee on Agric ulture, who were 
equally devot o the interests of sae’ Not because 
either comme triculture stand in peculiar need of pro- 





rous and 





Govern 





mnessace be sent to the Committee ¢ 


{receive it, 





eora 











tection, but because there is a deficit ia the Treasury. Te 
would appeal to every man of candor—why raise this quest 
of a protective tariff because there was a deficit in the Trea- 
sury? If the object was to supply revenue to meet the deficit, 
why not >to the Committee of Wavs and Meat whit 





express duty it was to do that very thing 

Sut it was insisted that, a hough the direct object was reve 
nue forthe Treasury, yet taxes for revenue might be maue 
discriminating, so as to give an incidental protectioii to manu- 
factures. A most absurd | osition. It went to sacrifice the 
main object in view to an object remote and incidental mere ‘ 
To use the language of another gentleman, it was !merging 
the major in the proceeding clearly against a 
logit 

What was the clause sent to a 








039 } 
minor’-—-a 


’ 
sound 


committee at all? That 








a plan might be considered and matured to accomplish a cei 
fain end Well; vught not the main obje@ to be effected be cor 
sidered in the reterence as well as the committee’s action upor 

? Ought notthe plan of the committee, and their repor 
to have reference to revenu And if so, was not (or i 
tee of Ways and Mea the appropriate ¢ rriitte e 

hpl and makesuch report? 

Did not gentlemen know what an argument they were pu 
ting in the hands of the Representatives of t! rricultt 
and the commercial interests? Suppose the advocates of the 
tobacco interest yuld urge and insist on counteracting duties 
on silks an mn German linens and British broad 
clo and herefore, insist that the subject should go 

» the Com on A ure? Or suppose the Repre 
xe itives cotton Ing intere g } insist tha 





t 
xchange for 
duty en 
ich he 


fentiemal 


Imports 
export 
not ¢ uoTse, and on 
ion: he did not, like the 
erstand them, 
imports were consumed by the 
were decreased in value to the amount 
ing imports,) and should insist on its going to the Commi 
on Commerce. Either of these demands 
sible as that which insisted on sending 





their staple, (a lect e Mr, 





how: ver, aS say 
producers, but th 


FPOLLERS] Ul 





»f the tax on corres 








wouid be jus 


asMmia 


this por 1On | 
| 


t ! ire policy of thisGovernmentin | 
iff should be settled at the present session of 
ess; anal they would look to the decision of the present 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
to ‘aa um fe pau. | 
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on Manufactures. Now, gentlemen might disagree on subor 
dinate points, but the main object, viz: revenue, should be ever 
kept in view. They might as well refer a clause touching 








the increa th rmy to the Committee on the Territories, 
eca © rie i protect ut e tronuer. Gentlemen 
should reme at lt argument cut both ways; it was 


d, and they should be careful how they han- 


from New York [Mr 





Linn] had disclaimed 





i 

all ho o the South, and had expressed himself as »pposed 
to drawing lines between North and South Mr. R. entirely 
igreed with him; but untertus iately the 


gentleman’s premises 
and his conclusions were wide apart. The or ly tenabte ground 

itis ma dulies was to have all the various interests of 
the cor to rely on their individual exertions. If the y pro- 
tected tobacco, they would find themselves striking at some 
The gent 


er ot 


niry 


) r interests emanh trom Maryland {Mr SOLLER3] 
had looked at the nat enal honor; but if he looked a little closer 
into his heart, { ‘thap she would find there self interest over- 


ruling all other considerations. That gentleman had been for 
high duties on silks and wines, on cloths and linens; now possi- 

y night find that his Northern triends who went 8o strong 
for ecting home industry would not relish very high duties 





on these things, because they did not compete so much with 
manufactures, ‘They would probably prefer taxes 
that more directly protected themselves. ‘Thus it was, the mo- 
ment we legislated for one @ came against another. Let gen- 
tlemen rat her refer the matter toa committee which went for 
neither, but wassuy » be unbiased. 

The tariff was to be raised to supply revenue; 
zround taken by all. Now the first question was, how much 
is needed for this purpose? And how would gentlemen get at the 
inswer? From the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
And to what committee had that report beeu referred. To the 
Committ Manufactures. No; but to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. The requisite ioformation was now before 
thatcommuitiee, and the subject should go where the informa- 
tion was 

But the House told that this subject 
the Committee on Manufactures be 
V ays and Means had so im 





} t . 
yMestic 


osed t 


this was the 





ee on 








had been should go to 
the Committee of 
ch business before it. No doubt 
{ beof grea 


cause 





ithad: but what business cou ter Importance than 
th 

ticie some explanations pas ed between Mr R. and Mr 
Fici.Morg, chairman committee, who denied having 
ever refused to take char f the subsect. ] 


No coubt the 
ess, liad arisen from 
relieve I 


weigh 


gentleman’s objection, {rom the mass of busi- 
reat modesty; but would the House 
id ans committee fromthe more 


it have time to attend to what 

















As tothe e from prece lents, it had little weight. 
Admitting it the subject of the tariff had alw Lys heretofore 
gone on Ma : s, we were now under 
2 new alior J ous tariff laws, froml 
1819, when this committee was first raised, downto 1833, had 
been tariffs for protectien. True, this idea was kept out of 
izhtint es of the bills: and the existence of a nationa 
lebt furnished a ready excuse for passing them; but the debt 
was under speedy liquidation, and all those laws were clearly 








for the protection of manufactures. Under such circumstances 

It Was richt to send the tariff to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures: but then a Ccumpromise act had passed, and it 
jooke timate abandonment ofthe principle of protec 

tion; and it p roposed a uniform duty of 20 per cent. unless 
more ow uld be needed for an economical administration of the 
The great question now was this Shall we ad- 
here to the principles of the compromise act, or y shall we re- 

turn to the doctrine of protection? 
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Mr. R. abstained from entering on the question of the tariff 
and when hespoke ofa uniform duty of 20 per cent. he did 
not wish to be understood as rn favor of what what was 
called a“ horizontal tariff; ught there should be some 


adhere to 
doctrine of 


was Whether to 
back to the exploded 
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Mr. R. said he was opposed to diseriminating duties for pro- 
Ile did not envy the manufacturing literest, por would 
ive them of the incidental protection whieh they must 
from a uniform duty They, and they 
protected by thatduty. If 20 per cent. was 
ol revenue, he would go for 50 per 
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avoldubly derive 
alone, would bs 


not enough forthe purposes 
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cen tnd anufactures would get the whole benefit. At 

ist, It Was a mooted point whether other interests would 
derive any protection; but that manufactures must, was pal- 
} rit 

Before ling, Mr. R. would notice another argument 
which h: brought forw ard,an {on which much atress had 
been lait incidental protection was recommended by 
the President. W : itthe views of tthe President ac y were 
on the matter, he knew not and cared net. That he seemed to 
be for dt scien ating duties every one not blind must sec 
{Here he quoted the message.] But whether he really 
was so, he must leave to the President’s friends. The advocates 
f protection were welcome to his aid jut what had the 
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the matter! 
ized into that 
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rsonal Views in 
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subserviency of some gentlemen 
iry them? Must the view ‘ { the Executive be con- 
te n) every trifine matter, evea to the question of re- 
ferring upe rtoa committee? Te ill became the representa- 
ives Of a iree peop'e ar fagreat party, whose motto had been 
resistence to cuti Tay Mr. R. demurred; he ad- 
mitted t { the conclusion. He admitted the 
Presice wa for re ction—noi that ¢ xactly—but that he 
id he w but he denied that therefore this subject must go 
Com eon Manufa Unless this Was resisted, 
that House would at length become a mere “bed of )WStice’”’ to 
reg) 
oO from Peonsylvania, from the 
Pi ley ian had done his best to con- 





,a party question. 
arty in which the 
‘e—to protect don 
vuld ask that gentleman whether 
nnsylvanta were for protection? 
it Democratic party who advocated in In Jack- 
l afterwards ran a man for President who had 
» high protective tariff of 1828? And whether he 
een defeated? The gentleman seemed to fors ret that there 


was any other partof the United States in existence but the 


Hie had 
gentieman 
iestic indus- 
the Whig party 
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the message 1 be ~ *, peel fics Seen ee eg oe oe ae idered Petitions were presented— 
+Wo Con e Cone litference ex a benefit and aenistencs to domestic weanetateures. 11 By Mr. MOREHLEAD: from citizens of Paris, 
shoul ae sk we eens or twenty f Ky.: referred to the Committee on tke Judiciary. 
Also, from citizens of Louisiana : referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. CHOATE: Papers to be taken from the 
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rid to be a tar re rat ywhich || whether, ifthisadjustment of the tariff, they would confine it || files, in the case of Amy Babbitt, for pension : re- 
to carry ’ G Phat bet raising revenue necessary for the most eco- ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

sienikte s eemmiters ri gece ara neon onef Govermme || By Mr. RIVES: The petition of John and 
nretection of manuf ; Phus far he was as willing ro as any body; he was in Henry Banks, to be taken from the files, and re- 
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Carolina. H Biate was pied by a few ee aka Nae pri a ie se referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
heretical theori 1 examined them; he had de- in 128, which was ice an Bea > veges. When ts 3y Mr. McROBERTS: the petitions of citizens 
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not only not examiued laracier and principles of South stew e+ JB anedigeben ie eau deat ee, - ee Rapids, Portand, and Brandenburg, to Rock Isl- 
Carolina, but he had misrepresented them. There was no || «rine to its doctrin Pe rita octal and, in that State: referred to the Committee on the 
nia crar decades ace wane an ieee Allusion had been made to the protection the South receives || Post Office and Post Roads. 
) Manufactures as any portion of this Country; but not so cotton; but he had heard no gentleman pretend to inti- Also, a petition of citizens of Vermillion county, 
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The an from \ Mr. : i } \ ‘/ wa nto t , vanals. 
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; vhole | i One question tha risen in this di ion was, whether || Michigan, praying an improvement of the harbor 
1 t ’ J t 
y } ver " } > i ‘ : a as a a - ° = ° ; 
' ma ¢ rs eens rT tte 1 ta President, in his annual ¢ mmunication, had favored pro- of New Buffalo, to prevent the loss of property, 
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Ordered, That the petition of George C. Thomp- 

son betaken from the files, and referred to the 
; a = y Committee on Indian Affeirs. 
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By Mr. DIXON: The petition of Caleb Eddy, 
oraying the drawback forfeited in a certain care 
trom omission of duty, &c: referred to the Com- 
miitee on Commerce. 

Ry Mr. WOODBURY: The petition of Ed- 
ward Fuilcr: reierred to the Committce on Naval 
Aijairs. 

Pelitions were also presented by Mr. BENTON, 
Mr. FULTON, and M:. LINN; the names of the 
peiuoners, or the purport of the petitions, were not 
beara, 

SEIZURE OF AMERICAN PROPERTY. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from the 
New Orleans Insurance Company. He stated that 
itrelaced toa matter of much importance, which 
must necessarily creaie a great excitement through- 
catthe nation, The memorialists stated that last 
year a vessel (the Formcesa) satied from R-chmond, 

. the State of Virginia, bound for New Orieans, 
and that they had insured thirty-eight slaves against 
capture, seizure, or detention of the property. 
While the vessel was on its way, it was obliged, 
by stress of weather, to putinio the port of Nassau, 
New Providence, in the British Colonies. While 
moored al that port, the vessel was boarded by per- 
sons dressed in the uniform of British soldiers, and 
ihe slaves were takea away, contrary to the protesta- 
tionsof the crew and the passengers on beard. Some- 
thiog like a judicial proceeding was there had, 
which resulted in the liberation ot the slaves. These 
siaves belonged to Mr. Templeman, who was re- 
moving irum Virginia to Louisiana, and were in- 
sured by two several companies. One of the 
companies had paid the insurance, but the other, 
from which this memorial cate, had refased to cg 
vo; and in consequence, Mr. Templeman had 
brought a sult agaist it jor the recovery cf the 
money due for the insurance against risk, capture, 
seizure, Or detention of properiy. He was satisfied 
thai this subject might invelve the question of peace 
or War between this country and Great Britain, 
and it was important that the matter should be 
taken up by Congress and acted upon at once, so 
that it might be settled whether the British Govern- 
ment bad a right te do what they who lived in the 
South denied to their own Government—and that 
was, the right of suppressing the slave trade be- 
tween ihe States. He therefore moved ihat the me- 
morial be printed, and referred to the Committee 

n Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN seconded the moiion. He called 
ihe attention not only of Senators, but of the whole 
country, to the importance of this question. The 
case Ot the Enterprive was fresh in the recollection 
of ihe Senate, in regard to which he had moved a 
series of resolutions, asserting the rights of nations, 
and which were passed unanimousiy, with the ex- 
ception of a single dissentient voic>. There was a 
more serious case of the seizure of property on 
pourd ihe Creole. He denounced the principies 
maintained by Great Britain in this case, and more 
especially in the case of the Creole, as che most 
dangerous innovaiion on national rights and na- 
ional honor ever claimed by one independent 
power of another. Yet, strange to tell, notwith- 
sianding the rei'erated outrages of this nation on 
ihe coastof Africa, this Government has not been 
induced by a proper sense of na‘ional honor to in- 
terfere With Unat promptness and energy which 
would have efiectuaily prevented their recurrence. 
Isit nottime thai this quesiion was settled, and 
that it should be known whether this Government 
will extend ils protection to the property of its owa 
ciuzeas? He had much to say on this exciting 
subject; but perhaps this was not the proper occa- 
sion, being a mere motion of reference. Such an 
occasion Will perhaps more propeily present ilself 
when the case of the Creole comes up. He did 
ope, however, that if this motion should consign 
the question to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
that commitice wili give the whole subject that due 
consideration which i's importance demands. This 
was neerssary, that the citizeas of this country 
should know ou what footing of secarity they stand 
in elation io the proicciion which the Govern. 
ment will extead io thea and their property. 

Mr. KiNG spoke with some feeling of the injus- 
tice of England, and of her many outrages against 
ihe settled principles of the laws of nations; and de- 





nounced her arbitrary pretensions with reference to 
the question of slavery. He solemnly believed, if 
she continued to commit such cutrages as the one 
referred to in the memorial, and the more iecent 
one of the Creole, by which it appears that slaves 
in a state of mutiny were sent to one of the British 
islands to prevent their return to their owners, that 
netbing eculd prevent collision between the two 
nations. The section of country from which he 
came would not much lorger submit to it. He be- 
lieved the subject should be taken up by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations ina sslemn manner, 
and reported upon, that England might see the de- 
terminatisn of this ceuntry. He hoped that that 
commi'tee would lock into the matter, and ask 
the State Department for the correspondence which 
may have taken place between two Governments, 
in order to ascertain how far the rights of Ameri- 
can citizens were to be protected. It was by 
the uninterrupted commission of such acts as 
these that the British Government is emboldened 
to withhold our territory; and, unless that Govern- 
ment should retrace her steps, the time was not far 
cff when the question of war must inevitably arise. 
It was high time that the laws of nations syould be 
enforced against her, to show her how far the rights 
of prepeity and our flag are to be respected. The 
grasping spirit of that power—the assumed juris- 
dicticn over the question of slavery, and the inno- 
vation on international law by the search of Ame- 
rican ves-els on the coast of Africa, independent 
of all other causes, he argued, must be productive 
of serious ¢ifficulties between the two nations. 
He hoped the memorial would be re‘erred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and would also 
b> printed. 

Mr. PRESTON admitted the question to be of 
great importance, and he felt the necessity of look- 
ing at if with the greatest attention; but he could 
not say that he considered it to be a cause for se- 
rious collision between the two countries, for the 
reason that the dictates of the law of nations would 
almost forbid such a consequence; and, as the Bri- 
tish Government had lately fallen to the care of a 
new Ministry, he thought that there was some rea- 
son to believe that the decisions of the former Bri- 
tish Cabinet, with regard to the seizure of slaves, 
would be reversed, or at least that some modifica- 
tion would be made that would avoid a collision 
beiween the two couniries. Althovgh he knew 
that the temper of the nation was exasperated, he 
would not permit himself to believe that the en- 


lightened nation of Great Britain, the destinies of 


which were in the hands of liberal ministers, 
would ever come into collision with this country 
on points not doubtfa), and on points which could 
be reconciled. A hostile-collision, in his opinion, 
was very remote; but while he desired to preserve 
amicable relations between the two Governments, 
he should not permit these impressions to prevent 
him from entertaining a just view of the entire 
subject; and he held it to be the part of wisdom, 
as well as of patriotism, to keep our country al- 
wavs ready. 

Mr. RIVES was opposed to this incidental and 
premature discussion. He understood the memo- 
rial which had been presented by the Senator from 
Louisiana as asking from the Government indem- 
nity for the loss of slaves carried by pirates to the 
British West India islands. Many cases of this 
sort had occurred, and had always created contro- 
versies between the United States areal Great Bri- 
tain. He was sorry his remarks yes'erday had 
been taken in so grave a sense as they had been, 
as he had not undertaken to be understood as say- 
ing that a collision between the two conntries was 
highly probable. He had only intended to state the 
present condition of the country, and assert that a 
continuance of peace was imminently precarious; 
so much s), that the country should be placed in an 
attitude of defence. Hie meant to say nothing more 
thaa that; and, as a citizen of a free country, 
he could never consent to have it held in abey- 
ance to a foreign power. The affair of the 
Caroline was stilt unsettled; and, judging 
from the reports from the Executive Depariments, 
it Was in a very unpromising condition. This, 
taken in connection with the boundary question, 
the seizure of our vessels on the coast of Africa, 
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rendered it impossible for genilemen to suppose 
that they could rest in a peaceful security; and this 
admonished them to make preparations for the 
country’s defence. He wished it to be distinctly 
understood that he bad had no communication 
with the Cabinet on ihis subject, but he had spo- 
ken from the facts as furnished in the documents 
from the Departments. The whole of this ques- 
tion might come up again, and he would say to 
the Senator from Louisiana [Vr. Banrow] that 
this subject ought not to be agitated thus prema- 
twely. Hie locked at the affair of the Creole as 
more grave and important than the subject to 
which the memorial referred. He was willing, 
however, if it was the pleasure of the Senate, that 
the subject should be taken up and examined, so 
that it might be ascertained what was the most pro- 
per course now to pursue. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his extreme regret 
that so much had been said about a war with 
Great Britain. He had net intended to speak 
upon that subject, but as gentiemen had delivered 
their views, he would give his. His own impres- 
sion was, that with proper conduct on our part, 
there would be but little danger of immediate con- 
fl ct, because i. was well known that there was in 
both countries a large peace party who were de- 
termined to prpserve peace as long as it can be 
maintained with honor; but, if there should be a 
war, it would be because this country wanted a due 
foresight to secure common respect—because of a 
failure to take prompt and energetic steps, such as 
should have been taken !ong since, to arrest the 
ageressions and innovations of that power. The 
first stp to insure this, was to reform the Admi- 
nistration. It was declared, on all hands, 
that the country was in no better condition 
than it was in 1812; and this, too, after 
expending millions upen millions of doliars! 
What volumes did that speak? He did not, how- 
ever, believe in ihe reckless condition of the coun- 
try, but he believed one thing, and that was, that 
much of the public money had been expended, 
and never accounted for. He believed that much 
might be saved by a just and scrutinizing economy. 
Ali the Departments ought to be held toa strict ac- 
count. The effect of distributing the surplus reve- 
nue, which grew out ef the tariff of 1832, was now 
coming in upon them; and he would here remark, 
that he considered that part of the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury inrelation to the tariff as 
ail slang and ignorance», which he did not expect 
from that source. He bad a great respect for that 
individual, and had read his report with much at- 
tention H- concurred with the Senator from 
Virginia in bis remarks with respect to the Creole. 
He had twenty statements about it—all sworn to, 
and complete—and be had also the British ac- 
county, He held this to be the most atrocious 
outrage ever perpetrated on the American people; 
and as soon as they should get fall information 
vpon the subject, they ought to cemand that those 
who committed the piracy be delivered to this Go- 
vernment. He wanted the couniry to be true to 
itself; let there be no division; and he trusted that 
the British Government would come to some ar- 
rangement to guard the ‘nierests of this Republic; 
and, if they should not obtain justice, he 
would look to every man, with an Ameri- 
can heart, to raise his hand against oppression. 

Mr BARROW said that, as the representative of 
the individuals who had addressed the memorial to 
Congress, he was but willing that they should sub- 
mit to the injustice of a foreign power. It was 
high time that tbe people, through their agents, 
should express their views upon the subject before 
the Senate; and it was the duty of the Committee 
on Foreign Kelations to present to the Senate and 
ihe peonle the true princip'es of international jaw, 
which they should maintain atall hazards. The 
neople of the South were the last to submit to the 
precarious principles of international law, as ex- 
plained by Great Britain, the Goverument of which 
draws a distne'ion between siaves and goods, 
wares and merchandise; and because she has 
abolished slavery, she will not reergnise the 


principles which Southern men assert. They 


knew that the transfer of slaves from one South- 
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currence; snd if these contemptible British 
subjects at Nassau were permitted io seize | 
seize, by f ) 

American f[eitzens, and | 


South 


slaves belong nz 
berating them, the 
wonid be cou 
trampied under foot the Jaws of nations and the 
Trignt ot Ameri 
property 
the British placed cruisers at | 
Sapeake, or al the 
e.zed on slaves for the purpose ol taking them tc 
Jamaica or to the Bahamas. 

Mr. RIVES remarked, that so far as he 
cerned, he was willing that the ubject should be 
referred to the Con ittee on Foreign Relatior 
where it would receive all due attention. With re- 
gard to the general opinion which the Senator from 
Louisiana wished to obtain, he wot that | 
all the circumstances in the case of the Enterprise 
were on a former occasion laid before the 


imestic 
nib ot the Che- 


y seh . « 
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and that the resolutions of the Senator from South | 
Carolina (Mr. Catnoun] in vindication of the ie | 
rights of the American Governme — in reference to || 
that sul J ct ad been adopte 1 animon-. 1] 


The question was then ches 
memorial to the Commitiee 
and it was decided in the affirma'ive 

TAX ON BANK NOT! 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Son nate a com- 

munication from the Tr 


on Treierring the 


on Foreign Relations, 








ry Department, in an- 


ted on the 20 





i 
1 to fit out armaments 
and destroy Nassan, and also the towns whieh « 
| 
i 
! 
| 
| 


swer toa resolution adoy h of Septem- | 
ber, 1841, enclosing astaiement showing the an- || 
nual product of taxes on bank no’es and bills of | 
exchange, accor‘ivg tu the act of 1813, which was || 
repealed in 1817. 1 

Oa motion of Mr. BENTON, ordered tote || 
printed and lie on - e table 1] 


BILLS REPOR 
W Mr. PREST es 


D FR IM COMMITTES 
from the Cc 


! 
mmittee on Mili- |} 


tary Affairs, reporied ba nex to the Senate witho 
amendment, a = lo pro for the payment of |} 
the balance due to the Sia'e of Louisiana, for rais- 
ing and equ ppit g a regiment of volunteer militia, 


mus'cred into the serviee of the United 


1836 for the Florica war. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back | ‘Senate withc rat amend- 
ment, the bill for the relief of the {f Daniel 
Pettibone, deceased. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Commi 
report d back to the Senate without! 
the bill to auth rze the payment of ¢ 
missions to the agents and attorneys in whore 
favor awards have been made uncer several trea- 
ties between the United States and certain fureigon 
powers, which awards have been 
Treasury in payment of 
States. 


States in 
2 ita 


ttee of Finance, 
amendment, 


| 
| 
| 
quitable com- 


retained in the 
debts due the United 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, READ THE SECOND 

TIME BY SPECIAL REQUEST, AND REFERRED. 

By Mr. FULTON: A bill te auth certain 
— ol Arkansas to locate lands in hieu 
of those t:ken by the Government for military | 
purposes: referred to the Committee on Frivate 
Land Claims. 

A bill to authorize the inhabi | 
eight north, of rarge thirty-two in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter asection of land in heu of 


rize 


ants of 
West, 


towns oD 








! 
the sixteenth sect n said town hip. upon eondi- | 
tion that the same is su dered to the Sate for | 
ordinary purposes: referred to the Commiitee on |! 
Public Land | 

A bill to authorize the inhabiant f fractional |] 
township ten seuth, of range one east, to enter one- | 
half section of lan! for se!.oo! purp : referred to |} 
the Co ymmittee on Public Li I 

At perfect tiles t 1 trac of lend || 
in the State of Ar} es: referred to the Commi | 
on Private Land Clams. | 

Mr. KING: lreen-ating commercial ia- || 
tercurse with the poris of Cyane in the Colony | 
of French Guisna, and to remit certaia datie: 


referred to the C nitt 1 Co Wie? 


lezal represeniaiives of Jonn De Teeville: 
to the Committee on Revolut 
By Mr. MOUTON: A bil! 


ionary Claims. 
to confirm certain land 


| 
By Mr. CALHOUN: A i or the reiief of the | 


claims wm the Ouachita Jand district in the 


C ONGRESSIONAL _GLOBE. 


State of 


Louisiana 
f .1? +} 4 at B t “ 
li CONUIrMIbDE the e mo: Jean E apt »L - 
comte to a tract of land in Lou-siana. 
A bill for the relief of the legal represen'atives 
Therese Malett tte, widow of Gaspar Phoole. 
A bill for the relic ief of John Compton, assignee 
andr preseniative Gan sues F iaujac. 
& 


| for the re f Juan Belgar. 
ill for the relief of Pierre Babbin. 
vill for the relief of Charles Morgan, 





of Loui- 
A bi'l for the relief of Charle s Morgan 
A | 


|| confirming the claims of the heirs and 


legal representatives of Pierre Dolette, deceased, to 
a tract of “Tat a in Louistana. 

A bill for the relicf of Win. Conway. 

A bill toecnufirm claims to lands in the district 


between the Rio Honde and Sabine rivers. 
These bills were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land C'aims 
By Mr. PRESTON: A bill for the relic 
execulors of f Thomas ( Sooper, deceased: 
he Committee on the v. 
sT ‘AT TUE OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. PRESTON asked leave to introduce a re- 
solution to appoint a joint committee to superintend 
in the rotundo, and to di- 
esial. In presenting this 
on to say that the present 
exnidits if in @ mosi un ayo- 





f of the 
referred to 





Judiciary 


the placing of the sta:ue 


reet the details of th 
olution, 


position of the statue 





rable, and indeed painful point of view, being di- 
recuy under the centre light, throwing the counte- 
nance and neck into a cross shadow, which is re- 
moved . no time of the day. Besides, the pedes- 
tal is so high that a just point of view cannot be ob- 
tained Ww 2 e it occupies the centre. It is known 


hat the 
tion, and it 


the pub 


artist never intended it for this central po- 
subject, and to 
advantage of position 
nto this monument of national gratitude 
and national art. He did not pretend to any skill 

matters of taste or the fine arts, and could esti- 
mate such productions only by the effec’ produced 
upon his natural sensibilities; and, estimating 
this statue in that way, he would take upon himself 
to say, that having seen most of the standard 
works of ancient and modern sculpture, he had 
hardly ever been impressed with a deeper convic- 
tion of the power of the art, or a greater admira- 
tion ~ its achievements, than by this sculpture. 
la t, (said Mr. P.) [ consider itas a very no- 
ble work, worthy of the national gratitude, which 
itis intended to commemorate, and of the illustri- 
ous subject which j ii represents. There is a subli- 
mily almost awful in the general conception, and 
the details are of such high and exquisite finish, 
that if any mutilated portion of this majestic statae 
‘were exhibited im the workshops of Europe, as 


is due to him, to the 
t¢ laste, that every 
be give 


having been dug upin Italy or Greece, it would 
be assigned to the brightest names of antiquity. 
Wi h this opinion of the work, Mr. P. said he 
con'd not but be anxious that all the accompani- 
ments and ineidents should, as far as posgible, 


and therefore he 
of Corgress should 
own control and di- 


conform to and illustrate it; 
ed that the two 
take the mater under 
rection. 


o ¥ 
pron Houzes 


their 


A joint resolution having passed through all tte 
forms of reading, was passed as follows: 
ymmittee of three members 


R solved, That a joint ¢ 





vointed by the Senate, and an equal num- 
by the House, be appointed to arrange the 
eng of the state of Washington in ti rotun- 
+ ( reet the det “ : % 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE introduced the foliowing re- 
| n which he prefaced by a few very appropri- 
e remarks as to the extentof theevil complained 
at recessity of some reeipreeal regulations 
with neighboring authorit to arrest the praetice 
oO persons who were charged with hich crimes 
escaping from te rigors of the law; ‘© which it 
wasrcad ane agreed 


Resolved, Troat the 


lations inquire 


itte> on Foreign Re- 
the expediency cf entering 

some arrangement with the Government of 
Great Britain, reciprocal in its provisions, for the 
arrest of fogitives escaping over Wie Northern or 
Western boundary of the United States, charged 








with the commission of any crime or crimes, and 
for the surrender of such itives upon reasona- 
ble requisition to the authorilis of the State or 
provice from which such fugitives may have fled: 
Provided, such arrangemenis do not comprehend 
cases of political offences merely, but be restricted 





to those which are in themselves criminal. 
XPORTS AND IMPORTS. 
Kr. woo BUR inarked that the Senate 


that an impression had gone forth that 
the exporis of the Government were larger than 
the imports. This vad been adverted to yesterday, 
and ithad appeared in the newspapers. Now, in 
the Secretary’s report there was nothing of the 
kind, and he had not been able to ascertain the 
foundation for the assertion. He, therefore, sub- 
mitted a reevlution as follows, which was read and 
adppted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate a general statement 
of the whole of the exports and imp ote during the 
year encing the 30th September, 1841, furni-hing 
estimates for those ports trom whieh the returns are 
not yet complete : 

Mr. PRENTISS cffercd the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committe on Pensions be 
instrucied to inguire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Joseph Blodgett, a soldier im the 
late war. 


was aware 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he intended to 
introduce a bill postponing the operation of the 

3ankrupt law, vntil July next, for the purpose of 
giving him time to prepare 3 another bill, to melude 
banks and money cealing corporations. 

The following bills, after having been considered 
in Commiitee of the Whole, were severaily ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A biil for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 

A bill for the relief of Marearet Jamieson; and 

A bill for the relief cf Nathaniel Pryor. 

The bill for the relief of David Waller was taken 
up, but was again Jaid on the table for the present. 

Mr. PRESTON asked to have three thousand 
extra copies printed of the report of the Secretary 
of the Trea-ury on the condition of the finances. 
He said it was an important document, and was 
anxious to have some distributed to his constitu- 
enis. 

Mr. MERRICK also expressed the same desiie. 

Mr. BUCHANAN having opposed the motion 
to print at that time, till he could have time to 
examine the document, 

Mr. PRESTON did not press the mot 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned till 12 0 ‘clock to-morrow. 


ion. 


REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 22, IM. 


read and approved. 





HOUSE OF 
WEDNESDAY, 
The journal of yesterday was 
Mr. ¢ USHING rose and gave notice that he would here- 
after ask leave to bring Ina “bill regulating commercial inter 
coutse with the port of Cayenne, in the colony of French Gut 
ana, and to remit certain duties 
Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL gave notice 
at the first opportunity, ask leave to bring hia bil 
frauds in the naturalization laws 
POSTAGE, 


again asked leave to Int 





that he would 
to preve 


Mr. BRIGGS roduce the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pos 





Roads be mstructed to inquire into the expediency of abolish! 
the franking privilece allowed by exist g laws, of reducing the 
rates of letter postage, regulating and equalizing the postage on 
newspaji rs and j waphiets, aud also of fixing the tariff of po 
gesin Federal currency. 

Mr. WEULER « ti he resol was no! ved 
On leave pte A ty onsand memorials were presented | 
the following mernt i we LEpPrOy uit referred 

Mr. CARI PIERS , of Te ce 

Mr, JOIN r MASON, Maryland 

Mr. WELLER, of Ohio 

Nir. BURNELL, f Massachiuse 

Mr. BROCKWAY, of ¢ ectict who } ed the 
titions of inhabitants of Hlebron and Coventry, Connecticut 
praying an appropriation by Congress for the erectlon of a mo 
nument to the memory Capta Nath lia who 
was cruelly executed by th Bri 1 1 he Revolutionary 
war.) [ 

Mr. STEENROD, of Virginia. 

Mr. RHETT, of South Caron 

Mr. PENDLETON vave nouce 1t he would to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bi to ame . t « the loch « 
March, 1S5S, entided “An act to ch t time ol riding t! 
Ciren wd District Cour f the Unite state in the seven 


circuit.” 
Mr. LINN BOYD addrested an int 
heard by the Reporter. 
Mr. COWEN asked 


leave to offer a long 








